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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Far be it from me to glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.—Gal. 6: 14 


sr. October 4.—Christ Anointed for Burial... .... Mark 14: 1-18 
2. October rr,-—-The Last Supper . ; . . » Mark 14: 12-25 
3. October 18.—In the Garden of Gethsemane . . Mark 14 : 32-42 
4- October 25.—Jesus and Judas. . Matt. 26 : 14-25, 47-50; 27 ; 3-10 
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Dead . Mark 16 : 1-3; Matt. 28: r1-15 
uz. December 13. —The Great Commis- 
0 REO PR rr ORS Matt 28 : 16-20; Luke 24 : 36-49 
az. December 20.—The Ascension. . Luke 24: 50-53; Acts 1: 1-18 
Or, Christmas Lesson—The Reign of Peace . . . Isa..11 : 1-10 


13. December 27.—Review : Jesus the World’s Saviour and King. 





M?FE than twenty thousand pieces of printed mat- 

ter in the Sunday-school exhibit at the Zurich 
Convention last year! What a wealth of provision 
for every phase of Sunday-school work! And perhaps 
under your very eyes, in this issue, or in others this 
autumn, there are announced printed helps for your 
work that are priceless in results, and almost cost- 
less, for their price is so easily within your reach, 

Are you on the lookout ? 


A Hymn 


(To the tune, “ Bread of Life’”’ ) 
By William Hervey Woods 


HAVE not seen His face— 
Not yet, not yet! 
But oft beside mine own 
His feet are set, 
And I'll no strangeness feel, 
No chill surprise, 
That glad day when he bids 
Me lift mine eyes. 


If I have felt His touch 
I am not sure, 

But when earth-sorrows grow 
Past all earth’s cure, 

Comes there such sense of Him 
So close, so dear, 

That mine own blood and breath 
Seem not more near. 


I have not heard his voice, 
That, too, I wait ; 

And not so much I pray 
The opening gate, 

And all that shows or sings 
Dark Jordan past, 

As but to hear Him speak 
At home at last. 


Showing Samples 

Nobody is interested in buying goods if the sam- 
ple shown him is a failure. Customers are made 
when samples make them ‘‘want more.’’ A really 
witnessing Christian is that sortofsample. J. Camp- 
bell White said recently : ‘* That is where the church 
is falling down—in witnessing. I don’t suppose one 
in one hundred among Christians is witnessing for 
Christ. [I don’t see how any one can effectively wit- 
ness for Christ who is living a defeated life.’’ The 
witnessing that wins comes from a life that shows the 
present winning power of Christ. Men will be more 
ready to believe that our Lord can save them from the 
death penalty of their sins in the next world if they 
see that he is saving a follower of his, in a way that 
they would like to experience, from the power of sin 
in this world. The victorious Christian is a witness 
whose samples of goods are in demand, Successful 
witnessing goes deeper than merely talking about 


Christ. 
— 
Freed by Our Fetters 


Fetters make the freest life. The life that recog- 
nizes no limitations is a life of bondage. For fetters, 
limitations, restrictions of various sorts are laid upon 
us in order that we may be set free from that which 
would injure ourselves and others. Without such 
bonds we should not be free from a worse bondage. 
There are many persons who do not see this, and who 
chafe and rebel under the limitations that stand for 
freedom, vainly imagining that to do away with those 
limitations would mean a new emancipation. It has 
been said, for example, that there is ‘‘no true love 
but free love.'’ And ‘‘free love’’ means merely a 
ruthless disregarding of the sacredness of the marriage 
relation, and entering upon that relation with what- 
ever individual one’s selfish whim may suggest. To 
live by such a principle would be to live in abject 
bondage to self. On the contrary, there is no true 
love but unselfish love: the love that gladly counts 
itself bound forever by the interests of the one loved. 
Even God himself rejoices in the limitations which he 
has laid upon himself in our interest. Those self- 
imposed limitations make him freer to express his love 
for us than if he ignored them. If we would be free 
indeed, we must become the eternal bondservants of 


< 


Answering the * Whys’” 


NE of the strongest men in his city, a man who 
seems to be unemotional and to live in the in- 
tellectual realm, a man, too, who has firm and 

unwavering faith, wrote to a minister after the sudden 
taking away of a member of his family, —a young man 
in the prime of life, that he was in great perplexity 
over the mystery ; he did not see how it could be 
right. Thousands have the same feeling, especially 
in the first days of their sorrow, before they have ad- 
justed themselves to the loss. Everywhere we hear 
mer and women asking ‘* Why?" 


‘* This is the cry 
That echoes through the wilderness of earth 
Through song and sorrow, day of death and birth: 
‘hy ? 
It is the high 
Wail of the child with all his life to face; 
Man’s last dumb question as he reaches space : 
Why?” 


What is the comfort which Christ has for the be- 
reaved? What is there in Christianity that answers 
these ‘«‘Whys’’ which everywhere are heard? What 


solace is there in the gospel for breaking hearts? 
What is there that will wipe away tears ? 

There is the truth of the infinite and eternal love of 
God. In this divine love all life’s Whys are answered. 





Jesus Christ. The fetters of his love alone can keep 
us from all that would bring us into bondage. 


x 
Making Success Safe 


Success is a perilous thing. The danger is that, 
when we have succeeded, we shall begin to think that 
we ourselves were the real reason for the success, Yet 
there never would be such a thing as success anywhere 
except for God's permitting or ordering. And pecul- 
iarly is it true that whatever righteous success comes 
in the life of a Christian is the direct result of God's 
grace. instantly and constantly we should remember 
that, and praise H/zm for having accomplished the re- 
sult. An earnest Christian business man, comment- 
ing on the peril of the effect of large financial enter- 
prises upon personal character, writes to a friend : 
*‘Oh, how few of us can be trusted with big financial 
enterprises. I have discovered that I am never so 
much a failure as when I think I am a success in any 
direction.’ We fail miserably indeed when we take 
to ourselves that which belongs to God. One of the 
first essentials in letting God make us constantly suc- 
cessful is to live in constant remembrance of the com- 
plete failure of our self. When our worthless self 
recognizes its worthlessness, then He who always suc- 
ceeds has a chance to work even through our worth- 


less self. 
= 
Truth that Hurts 


Truth that is unpleasant is none the less true. A 
minister was speaking to parents on their responsi- 
bility for the salvation of their children. He spoke 
with the unsparing frankness of the gospel itself as 
he unhesitatingly declared to his parent listeners that 
unless the child—after coming to the age of responsi- 
bility—believes on the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
that child will not be with the parents before the 
Father in heaven. He went on to say that this is 
truth that a great many people do not like to hear. 
He even added that those whom he was addressing 
did not like to hear it. ‘‘ But,’’ said he, ‘I'd rather 
stand here and tell you something that you don't like 
to hear, than stand up there and face the charge that 
I did not tell you all that I should have told you."’ 
Truth that hurts may be truth that saves, 


< 


of the Bereaved 


John puts it all in one of the shortest sentences of 
the Bible—‘‘God is love.'’ This name of God tells 
us his nature, All the attributes of his character blend 
in the one great quality. Back of and in all his power, 
his justice, his holiness, his truth, islove. Whatever 
he does in his universe he does in love. Whatever 
occurs in any individual life among his children is 
under the control of divine love. Even those who 
have no belief in God, who do not accept Jesus Christ, 
are saying now that there is a mysterious power or 
force in the universe that works good for the world 
and for every man. We go farther and know that it 
is the love of our Father that causes all things to work 
together for good. Whatever our sorrow may be, how- 
ever strange and mysterious it may be, we know that 
it is part of our Father's will for us. We cannot now 
see any good in it—it may seem only hard and cruel 
—but he sees the good. We do not understand it, 
but he understands. We can find no reason for it, 
but he has a reason. Is not that enough? 

We know that this is our Father’s world. There is 
no chance in any of its vast complexity of events and 
circumstances. Science tells us that in all occurrences 
in nature, even in those which seem so disastrous, — 
storms, earthquakes, tidal waves,—no force, no drop 
of water, no particle of matter, ever gets out of the 
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clasp and control of law—that is, out of the hand of 
God. So in all the events of providence, though we 
call them calamities, nothing ever happens without 
God's permission, and therefore all that happens has 
love in it. We may not be able to see the love, but 
we may trust God when we cannot see, Some day we 
shall understand. If we are Christ's 


** He leads us on 
Through all the unquiet years ; 
Past all our dreamland hopes and doubts and fears 
Ile guides our steps. Through all the tangled maze 
Of sin, of sorrow, and o’erclouded days, 
We know his will is done ; 
And still he leads us on,”’ 


And his will is love, for God is love, and all he pur- 
poses and does is love. 

Another element of comfort for the bereaved is that 
their friends who have gone from them have done 
their work, It was John Wesley who said : ‘* Every 
man is immortal till his work is done.’’ How often 
Jesus spoke of his hour, that is, the appointed time 
for his death !* As he came to it, he said, ‘‘ The hour 
is come.’’ John morethan once, in his Gospel, speaks 
in the same way. ‘‘They sought... to take him: 
and no man laid his hand on him, because his hour 
was not yet come.’’ ‘*No man took him ; because 
his hour was not yet come."' In the Garden Jesus 
said to his disciples, as the traitor was drawing near, 
‘‘The hour is come.’ He was not caught in a 
snare—there was no inextricable dilemma in his posi- 
tion that night ; he could have escaped, but it was now 
the appointed time for the closing of his life. He was 
immortal till his work was done. 

So we may think of those who have been taken away 
as having finished their work. The short life, if 
Christian, was not a mere fragment, a broken life—it 
was complete. We need not grieve, therefore, as 
though it had been a failure. Short or long, it was a 
plan of God wrought out to the end. We must never 
think of death as breaking into God's plans, as snatch- 
ing away any precious redeemed life before God 
wanted it to leave this world. 

Pilate said to Jesus that he had power to crucify him 
or release him, at will. But Jesus told Pilate that he 
could have no power against him except it were given 
him from above. So death has power only when it 
is given from heaven. Death is not stronger than 
God. It is subject to Divine sway. It ought to com- 
fort us to know this when we are pleading with God 
to spare some dear life. Then if, after all our prayers, 
the precious life is taken, it should give us measureless 
comfort to know that God could have kept it here 
longer if it had been his plan for it; that it was not 
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taken till its work was done. A good woman beside 
her husband's coffin said, ‘There lies my husband, 
my dearest and best friend, on whose noble strength I 
have leaned all these happy years; but I do not for- 
get that there lies also the will of God.’’ That was 
comfort. 

There is comfort for the bereft also in the truth of 
immortality. Jesus said, ‘‘ Whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth on me shall never die.’’ In Christ there is no 
real separation between us and our loved ones who 
have passed out of our sight. They are with Christ 
inside the veil, and we are with Christ outside the veil. 
‘*Death doth hide, but not divide.’’ In Eversley 
churchyard Mrs. Kingsley placed a white marble cross 
over the grave of her husband, Charles Kingsley, and 
on it, under a spray of passion-flower, are the words 
of his own choice, which tell the story of his life, 
‘«We have loved, we love, we shall love.’* Seldom 
has there been on this earth a holier, truer, more de- 
voted wedded life than that of Charles and Fanny 
Kingsley. In their life in this world they loved ideally. 
In their life after he had gone, while she still remained 
behind, they continued to love—there was no break, 
no separation. In all the eternal years they would 
love on. That is the meaning of immortality, as it has 
been brought to light in Jesus Christ. 

Another comfort for the bereft is in the blessing 
which comes from God in sorrow. The beatitude runs, 
‘« Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be com- 
forted.’’ It seems strange to have a beatitude for sor- 
row. Wewould not single out mourners as the favored 
ones, the happy ones, of earth, but that is what the 
Master’s word does. And why are they the blessed 
ones? Because they may get God's comfort. Com- 
fort is such a favor, such a heavenly good, something 
so divine, so rich in its quality, that it is well worth 
while to have sorrow that we may get it. 

What is God’s comfort? The original root of the 
word means strength. When God comforts he does 
not take away the sorrow. The sense of loss is the 
same as before. The one gone is not brought back. 
The pang of loneliness continues. Comfort does not 
dull the feelings, the sensibilities, so that the bereft 
one does not suffer as before. It rather makes the 
heart more tender, so that it feels the pain of grief 
even more keenly. 

What then does comfort do? It puts new strength 
into the life, so that it may bear its burdens even joy- 
ously. It brings God nearer, into more conscious fel- 
lowship, so that the divine presence makes up for the 
loss of the human presence. Thus the bereft get the 
blessing of those who mourn. They are lifted up into 
divine joy, into the very bosom of Christ. 





Can We Love Perfectly ? 


Is it possible for Christian people to love God with ad/ the 
heart, aZZ the soul, a// the mind, and aé/é the strength, and to 
love our neighbor as ourse!ves ? (Mark 12 : 30, 31.) If it is 
not, why are we commanded to do so ?—OHIO READER. 

We are never commanded to do what we cannot 
do. God is always reasonable ; any command from 
him guarantees his enabling. By nature we are so 
hopelessly sinful and selfish that we cannot possibly 
love God with all the heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
nor can we love our neighbor as ourselves. We need 
a new nature to do this ; that is why we must be born 
again, as we are when we accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. But even then we can no more succeed in 
loving God perfectly by our own efforts than can the 
unsaved, unregenerate man. Another step is neces- 
sary. Having taken Christ as Saviour, we must sur- 
render our life unconditionally to his mastery, in 
order that he may crucify, or put ‘‘out of employ- 
ment,’’ the sinful self which still remains with us 
even after we have been born again. As we do this, 
asking our Lord to replace us with himself, he again 
works a miracle change in us. He makes Aimse/f to 
be our heart, our soul, our mind, our strength, our 
love. And whatever he does, he does perfectly. 
Then it is that ‘*the ordinance [or requirement] of 
the law’ is ‘fulfilled in us’’ (Rom. 8:4). Christ's 
love for our neighbor becomes our love for our neigh- 
bor. Christ's love for the Father becomes our love 
for the Father. This is a practical experience, to be 


entered upon by any Christian who surrenders and 
then lets his Lord bear the whole responsibility of 
living his life for him. 
his word, 


Let us dare to take Christ at 





How Will the World Be Converted ? 


Your editorial, ‘ The Collapse of Civilization,’’ is the only 
deliverance I have seen in the public press since the outbreak 
of this appalling war that to my mind had the right ring. You 
have certainly laid the axe at the root of the whole trouble. 

There is just one little ‘fly’ in the ‘‘ointment.”’ It is in 
the close of your editorial when you say, ‘* But the only sure, 
blessed hope, as we stand in the midst of a collapsed civiliza- 
tion, is our Lord's word that he, the Prince a Peace, will 
himself establish peace upon this earth, and not by the agree- 
ments of men, but by his own arbitrarily and blessedly exer- 
cised power when Ae returns in personal presence to this 
earth.”’ 

Allow me to say that I have not abandoned the hope that as 
he converts the unregenerate sinner by his word and Spirit 
and brings him to say in loyal submission, ‘* Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?"’ so he can and will cause rebellious na- 
tions to be born in a day and become his loyal subjects. 

It has always seemed to me that the subduing of the world- 
wide national rebellion against Christ, the reigning King of 
nations, would be brought about by him as he ‘'sits’’ en- 
throned in heaven, and the honor of its accomplishment by his 
word and Spirit would be no less gteat than if it were done 
by his personal presence. 

Your editorial should be printed in all the periodicals of our 
country, and sent broadcast into all these warring nations. It 
is the timely message to open the way for the ‘‘new era,’ in 
which the sin-burdened world will become a new earth in 
which will dwell 1ighteousness.— PENNSYLVANIA READER. 


With gratitude for such words of appreciation as 
this, The Sunday School Times would have its read- 
ers make sure of the message of the Bible as to how 
the reign of peace is to come to this world. - There is 
no intimation in the Bible of the conversion of the 
world by the Church. It is natural for us to think 
that nations are to be. brought into the loyal. disciple- 
ship of Christ in this age as individuals are; but the 
Bible reveals to us that this is not to occur.. Nowhere 
are we told in the Scriptures that nations are to accept 
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Christ as their head during this dispensation of the 
Spirit. On the contrary, God’s Word tells us that at 
the time of the personal return of Jesus Christ to this 
earth a world ruler and the nations of the earth shall 
be gathered together in war against God’s people, the 
Jews, and in. blasphemous revolt against God himself. 
Then it is that the personal return of our Lord will 
occur, destroying those who are in open revolt against 
him, and ushering in the age when, for the first time, 
a nation can be born in a day. That nation is to 
be Israel. The event is predicted in Isaiah 66,—an 
account of events that are coming to pass after our 
Lord has returned to this earth. The prophet writes: 
‘* Who hath heard such a thing ? who hath seen such 
things? Shall a land be born in one day? shall a 
nation be brought forth at once? for as soon as Zion 
travailed, she brought forth her children.’’ In the 
same chapter we read: ‘‘For, behold, Jehovah will 
come with fire,... to render his anger with fierce- 
ness, and his rebuke with flames of fire.’’ 

As Professor Griffith Thomas wrote in The Sunday 
School Times of October 17 : ‘‘ This war will perhaps 
do more than anything else to vindicate belief in the 
truth of our Lord’s coming. In the face of current 
events the addresses delivered at the Prophetic Con- 
ference in Chicago last February are instinct with 
illumination and inspiration. Catastrophes like the 
present war will make Christian people turn their at- 
tention all the more earnestly to the ‘sure word of 
prophecy,’ and make them look for deliverance to 
the imminent advent of the King, and not to any 
gradual amelioration of social and national condi- 
tions.’’ 

The articles by Professor Griffith Thomas and Dr. 
C. I. Scofield in that issue of the Times, the article 
by Mr. Frost in this week's issue, and still others to 
appear in the near future in these columns (see page 
668), will be of help to one who would search out God's 
message to us upon the course of this age. 


For those who would have the editorial, ‘‘ The Col- 
lapse of Civilization,’’ in convenient form, or for further 
distribution, it may be had as a pamphlet from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 30 cents a dozen 
copies, $2.50 a hundred, or three cents each. 


=< 
Telling Stories Safely 


Are teachers of the present day authorized to use parables, 
fiction, or fables in illustrating truths, or would using things 
not based on actual occurrences come under the condemna- 
tion of 1 Timothy 4:7: ‘‘ Refuse profane and old wives’ 
fables’’ ?—TEXAS BIBLE CLASS TEACHER. 

Paul was not here discussing the question whether 
illustrations to be used in teaching should be fact or 
fiction. He was cautioning Timothy against false 
teaching which was then threatening and still threat- 
ens the church of Christ. He showed Timothy what 
the truth was, and told him, ‘‘If thou put the breth- 
ren in mind of these things [the truth], thou shalt be 
a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished in the 
words of the faith, and of the good doctrine which 
thou hast followed until now’’; and then he adds, 
‘‘but refuse profane and old wives’ fables.’ As 
Bishop Ellicott’s ‘* Handy Commentary’’ points out: 
‘*Round the grand old Jewish history all kinds of 
mythical legends grew up. . . . The minister of Christ 
was to avoid these strange and unusual interpretations, 
this vast fantastic collection of legends, partly true 
and partly faise. He was to regard them as merely 
profane and old wives’ fables.’’ Plainly this has 
nothing to do with the use of stories, parables, or even 
fables, that help to make plainer the truth that one 
needs to teach. Let us freely use in our teaching such 
stories, whether fact or fiction, as effectively lodge the 
truth in the memories and hearts of those who are 
taught. 


a 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


‘TERNAL GOD, our Father: We thank thee for the in- 
dissoluble marriage, under thy hand, of stability and 
change. So we rest in thee, through all changes, and 

in the face of-every surprise. Wherever we go, we are at home 
with God! But no less do we thank thee that thy hand keeps 
us moving. Lord, cure us of trying to stop ; of resenting new 
truth, new duty, and novel opportunity. Keep us from lying 
down in the tumbled bed of present spiritual attainment. 
Sting us out of succumbing to moral rheumatism, Keep us 
going, Lord, learning new arts of service, schooling our clumsy 
hands to new tasks, making new friends, conquering more 
deserts for God, discovering new splendors in thy word and 
work, Keep us out of the rut—and off our backs. Put more 
vim into our citizenship, more tang and sweetness into our 
social life, more ginger into our religion. ‘lhrough thy chil- 
dren, disclose thyself more and more as. the living God, still 
at work, and constantly springing happy surpriseson us. Day 
by day let there be new bloom and fresh fragrance in the gar- 
den of the Lord. Make thy church a sweet savor in the nos- 
trils of men. . 








LESSON FOR NOV. I5§ (Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72) 
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New pages in the unfolding 
story of man’s beginnings 





Can Archeology Reach Back to Creation Days? 


The month’s Archeological Review, by Pro- 
fessor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


—— 





What the New Flood Tablet Tells 


HE recent announcement of another flood tablet, 
the discovery of which had been reported, 
started high hopes, especially as the name of 

the hero of the deluge was in this case said to be 
Noah. Mention of this was made in the July Review, 
with the promise that full account of the discovery 
would be made at the earliest moment. A full ac- 
count is not yet possible, but from a preliminary 
account by Professor Langdon, the discoverer, our 
hopes are somewhat dimmed from that great radiance 
which the glowing accounts in the daily press gave to 
them. However, this is in no respect the fault of the 
distinguished professor. Archeologists are limited to 
the domain of facts, though they be ‘‘dry as dust,”’ 
while there is sometimes more than a suspicion that 
daily press reports do somehow get slightly mixed up 
with imagination. 

Professor Langdon’s account is but a preliminary 
statement, and curiously enough, it is first presented 
in the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Arche- 
ology, where, as Professor Sayce points out, George 
Smith, the discoverer of the first Chaldean flood tablet, 
announced it to the world forty-one years ago. The 
account now discovered is a Sumerian account which 
precedes, and seems to be connected with, the later 
Babylonian accounts already known, through George 
Smith and others. I say ‘*seems to be connected,”’ 
’ for there is nothing that may be more deceptive than 
the seeming connection between historical accounts 
of events. Two absolutely independent accounts may 
be identical in very many things. If truthful, they 
will be so, and, if made by people of similar customs 
and traditions, and so imagery of thought, they will 
be more so, 

Two items in addition to those of the Babylonian 
story are here found, according to Professor Langdon’ s 
reading of the difficult text: here, for the first time 
in any of.the tablet accounts of the flood, the name of 
the great hero is given as Noah, and here also for the 
first time in any account, either in the Bible or out of 
it, a name is given to the tree connected with the fall; 
it is here represented as an acacia plant. 

That which most impresses one who ¢almly con- 
siders all these various accounts of the flood is that, 
amidst all the motley crew of gods and goddesses and 
the melange of myths the various items of the biblical 
story are being found, and all the while the simple 
majesty of that story stands out more and more 

’ strikingly. 

Professor S. Langdon, Proceedings of Society of Bib- 
lical Archeology, June, 1914, pages 188-198. A later 
account by Dr. Langdon is published in the September 
issue of The Museum Journal, University of Pennsylvania, 
under the title ‘* The Sumerian Epic of Paradise, the Flood 
and the Fall of Man.’’ 


Did the Scripture Writer Use this Tablet? 


SIDE from the announcement of Professor Lang- 
don’s discovery given above, some things in his 
discussion of the contents of the tablet will be 

of much interest, We receive an archeologist’s dis- 
covery with the greatest readiness : we are not obliged 
to accept all his discussion of it. That the biblical 
account is based ‘‘upon this northern version,’’ as 
Professor Langdon says, or that the Scripture writer 
used it ‘‘in writing the first chapters of Genesis,’’ or 
that in the description by the tablet of Noah as a 
gardener, ‘‘here again we have the original form of 
the biblical description of Noah,’’ or that ‘‘it must 
have been this northern version which was adopted or 
modified by the Amorites and Western Semites,’’ as 
said by Professor Sayce (Proceedings Society of Bib- 
lical Archeology, June, 1914, pp. 196, 197), seems to 
me without sufficient warrant, if indeed any warrant 
at all. 

The original flood story was in the minds of the 
survivors of the deluge before it was written down, 
and would go off on all lines of migration. There 
would be no difficulty in accepting the supposition 
that the oral tradition that lay back of the written ac- 
count of the Bible was Babylonian or Sumerian, if 
there were satisfactory evidence to that effect. This 
tablet does not furnish such evidence. It seems to 
me far more likely that the Bible account of the flood. 


and the account given by this Sumerian tablet are en- - 


———— 


Newspapers and. popular magazines are not safe 
archeological guides, particularly when new dis- 
coveries have a bearing upon the Bible. The 
ancient tablet discovered by Professor Langdon in 
the Nippur collection of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, which contains an account of the fall and 
the deluge, was heralded as the “* original account 
of the flood,”’ from which the Bible narrative was 
derived. Dr. Kyle’s Reviews in The Sunday School 
Times not only keep Bible students accurately in- 
formed as to the real significance of such discov- 
eries, but he is ready to answer in these columns or 
by correspondence any questions that you may 
like to ask about archeology and its fascinating 
confirmations of Bible facts. 








tirely independent of each other. If there be any 
connection btween the two, it seems to me that the 
Sumerians more likely received their account from the 
Western Semites when they ‘journeyed east, and 
found a plain in the land of Shinar."’ 


Who Were the First Africans ? 


HE persistence of customs in the Orient is well 
known. The peasants in the fields of Palestine 
to-day seem to have strayed right out of some 

Bible story. Why may not this persistence of cus- 
toms be equally helpful elsewhere in the Orient? 
For a century Egyptologists have been studying the 
customs of ancient Egypt, and now for a decade or 
two explorers and government agents and missionaries 
have been studying the customs of modern Africans, 
if the term ‘*modern’’ may be applied to a people 
who have kept on in exactly the same way for untold 
centuries, These different courses of investigation in 
Egypt and in the rest of Africa have been pursued in 
entire independence of each other. Professor Petrie, 
who has had a principal part in the former, has now 
been making a study of the latter and has compared 
the two, very much to the benefit of both Egyptolo- 
gists and students of Africa,—very much for the in- 
struction of the rest of the world also, and last, but not 
least, for the study of early Bible history by setting 
side by side with biblical statements the results of 
modern research. 

Of the exceeding: interest of such a comparison, 
Professor Petrie says : ‘* We cannot ask an ancient 
Egyptian why he performed a ceremony ; we can but 
imperfectly imagine what were the ceremonies per- 
formed by looking at the implements used, or at some 
chance representation of some particular stage. The 
modern African can be cross-examined and every step 
of his actions recorded. Of the forty-five resem- 
blances in customs or products, there are thirteen 
which are only explicable by descent from a common 
source,—such common source being in nearly all 
cases a primitive stock of population, and only rarely 
a later influence which passed through Egypt on its 
way into Africa.”’ ‘ 

The Bible makes exactly the same claim for unity 
of original sources of African populations as this now 
indicated by the collating of the results of these en- 
tirely independent investigations. It is said of the 
dispersion after the flood, «*And the sons of Ham; 
Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut and Canaan,’’—that 
is, ‘* Ethiopia and Egypt and Punt (?) and Canaan,"’ 
Punt being northeast Abyssinia and perhaps south- 
west Arabia. 

The evidence thus far presented is funerary in char- 
acter, the methods of -burial and the sacrificial and 
other religious rites connected with burial. There is 
striking similarity in the forms of tombs, in the posi- 
tion of the body, in the funerary offerings, the break- 
ing of pottery, and in the statuary representations of 
the dead. The most striking evidence of all is the 
prevalence of soul-houses so common in Egypt from 
the ninth to the eleventh dynasties, and now found 
likewise in British Central Africa. While not one of 
these pieces of evidence by itself would prove much, 
if anything, the accumulation not only makes great 
weight in the aggregate, but also adds to the value of 
each individual piece of evidence. The case is very 


clearly made out,—it can scarcely be questioned in- 
.deed, —that the unity of the primitive races of Africa 


is exactly What the’ atcount in Genesis represents it to 


be. As to the fact that the one primitive race of 
Africa was Hamitic this evidence says nothing directly, 
though it may be argued indirectly from the Hamitic 
elements manifest both in modern Central Africa and 
in ancient Egypt. 

Professor Petrie, ‘* Ancient Egypt,’’ 1914, Part III, pp. 
115-127, to be continued. 


Coin Collecting More than a Fad 


o HOSE is this image and superscription ?’’ 
(Matthew 22:19). Lost coins play a part 
in the study of ancient history and the con- 

firmation of biblical records to an extent and of im- 

portance far greater than most people think. Coin 

collecting is not merely a fad and pastime. Nothing 
that antiquity furnishes has done more for the Greek 
and Roman periods, and especially for the dates of 
the history of those times, than coins that have been 
found, ‘This is because of the principle upon which 

Jesus relied in his argument with the wily Jews who 

tried to trap him with questions, He said, ‘* Whose 

is this image and superscription?’’ ‘*Render there- 
fore unto Cesar the things that are Czsar's."’ 

‘«Therefore,’’ that is, every coin is a sign of a king. 

The issuing of coins is the prerogative of rulers, 

Thus biblical history of the New Testament may be 

tested at nearly every point and checked off year by 

year by the orderly arrangement of coins in a coin 

collector's cases. If any mistakes were made by a 

New Testament historian concerning the powers that 

be, the coins would aimost certainly detect it, just 

as the hypocritical Brutus, who claimed to stab Cesar 
only from hatred to kingly pretensions on the part of 
any Roman citizen, is convicted by the medal of the 

Ides of March bearing Brutus’ own ‘‘image and 

superscription.’’ This one coin convicts him of royal 

aspirations himself just as Dion Cassius charged. In 
like manner do coins test the historical statements of 
the New Testament, but these do not fail under the 
test as did the hypocritical pretensions of Brutus. 

Compare A. S. Barnes, ‘he Early Church in the Light 
of the Monuments, p. 16. 


Why Science Cannot Conflict with Genesis 


HERE are some portions of Scripture upon which 
we may not expect archeology ever to throw 
much, if any, light. It is rather astonishing 

that some little light upon the flood and the antedilu- 
vian world seems to be coming from the past. But 
certainly archeology, which has to do with the remains 
of the work of man, can tell us nothing about creation, 

But there are other investigators than archeologists, 
and one at least, the astronomer,—the archeologist 
not of human affairs but of worlds,—may at some 
future day tell us much about that which we do not 
now understand in the account of creation. 

A recent paper read before the Victoria Institute 
by one of these archeologists of worlds has some most 
suggestive and helpful things for the study of the first 
chapter of Genesis. The paper hardly admits of 
presentation in a brief review, as would a newly dis- 
covered tablet or piece of sculpture or some other 
discovery by one of the archeologists of human affairs. 
It may better be procured and read in full (supplied 
at four pence, by the Victoria Institute, 1 Adelphi 
Terrace House, Charing Cross, London). It will open 
up unfathomable depths of thought, to most people 
wholly unexpected, and will spread out clear sky over 
some who have seen nothing above but clouds. A few 
sentences from the paper will be sufficient to arouse 
interest and catch some gleams of the light : 

‘* All our knowledge of nature and of the processes 
of nature arises out of and is based upon our observa- 
tion of nature. If this first chapter of Genesis is the 
invention of some man or of some school or succession 
of men, or the outcome, it may be, of the speculations 
and inventions of men, slowly developing through 
long ages, —if, in short, its origin is human, not divine, 
then it is worthless, It supplies us with fiction only, 
not with fact; it preserves to us no testimony of any 
witness, no record of any observer; and it would not 
be worth your while to listen to me while I discuss it; 
it would not be worth my while to ask for your atten- 
tion.’’ ‘*The first chapter of Genesis is no hand- 
book of science, no epitome of the course of evolution. 
It is the revelation of God,—¥< God said,’ ‘God saw,’ 
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‘God created,’ ‘God called,’ ‘God made,’ ‘ God ap- 
pointed,’ ‘God divided,’ ‘ God ended,’ ‘God rested,’ 
‘God blessed and sanctified.’ If I am right, it 
is through missing this essential thought that the idea 
has arisen that there is some conflict, some opposition, 
between the teaching of this chapter and the discov- 
eries of science. 

‘« But if they still allege that such a conflict exists, 
let me point out that they have two positions to make 
good. First, they must prove that the discovery that 
they adduce is one the significance of which in this 
relation cannot possibly be altered by any discovery 
which the future may bring to light,—a position no 
truly scientific man would adopt. Next, they must 
show that this chapter contains a contravention of it, 
—a position impossible to any one who has read the 
chapter with attention,’’ 

‘* Creation deals only with the relation of created 
thing to thing within the continuity of nature, and 
can, in no direction, extend its researches to its origin 
and beginning, its creation, This chapter does not deal 
with the relations of thing to thing, but reveals God 
the Creator, the Origin and Beginning of all things.’’ 

E. Walter Maunder, F.R.A.S., late Superintendent of 
the Solar Department of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. 


How Did God’s Creative Power Work ? 

HAVE often had occasion to point out that the 

sources of archeological material were very vari- 

ous,—sometimes the field of ruins, sometimes 
the museum, sometimes the library, sometimes philo- 
logical studies open up long vistas of unsuspected 
archeological information, and again sometimes ob- 
servation of modern customs or even natural phe- 
nomena make perfectly clear some archeological 
difficulty without any discovery of antiquities what- 
ever. Indeed, modern observation of events is often 
the best commentary upon archeological difficulties ; 
for human nature and all animate nature is the same 
in all ages. Continuity is nature’s most persistent 
law. Only miracle is an exception to it. 

A recent study, this time in the natural history of 
the Bible, throws much light upon the beginning of 
creation on the first day, by the spirit of God moving 
(margin, ‘* brooding’’) upon the face of the waters, 
and at the same time furnishes a vivid illustration of 
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some of the imagery of the Bible in one of the most 
beautiful and suggestive passages descriptive of God’s 
providence. In Genesis 1 : 2, it is said that ‘‘ the 
spirit of God moved (margin, ‘‘ brooded’’) upon the 
face of the waters.’ In Deuteronomy 32 : 11 men- 
tion is made of the eagle ‘‘that fluttereth over her 
young’’; and Jeremiah 23:9 says, ‘‘All my bones 
shake.’’ Now the same Hebrew verb is used in each 
of these passages; the ‘‘brooding,’’ ‘fluttering,’ 
and the ‘‘shaking’’ all being expressed by the same 
Hebrew word. A distinguished American scholar, 
Dr. Peters, has for some time been seeking informa- 
tion about the habits of eagles from naturalists, those 
who dwell near eagles’ haunts, and others with excep- 
tional opportunities for observation. ‘The result of 
his investigation is that, beyond question, the eagle 
does ‘‘stir up her nest’’ to make the young eagles 
leave when they are slow to do so ; does *: flutter over 
her young,"’ rising above themand suddenly pouncing 
down upon them to startle them by the rush, and so 
make them launch out in full flight. And then, if 
they are about to fall, does actually dart under them 
and bear them on her pinions. How illuminating is 
all this of God’s most gracious promise of providential 
care! Numerous specific instances in illustration from 
naturalists and others are given by Dr. Peters. 

But the more important value of Dr. Peters’ re- 
searches is that toward which it was originally directed, 
—the determining of the exact meaning of the sacred 
writer's description of the action of the ‘‘spirit of 
God,”’ or the ‘‘ wind of God,’’ as Dr. Peters prefers to 
translate it (the word for wind and for spirit being the 
same in Hebrew),—the action of ** the spirit of God’’ 
in the account of creation. The action of the eagle as 
actually observed shows that the ‘fluttering’’ was 
not a gentle action, but a violent one,—the eagle 
rushing fiercely down upon her young eaglet 1n order 
to startle it into sudden action. So that the action of 
the great creative power is not described as a gentle 
brooding, as of a mother bird over her young, but 
rather the outgoing of terrific creative power, ‘‘ the 
spirit of God rushed upon the waters."’ 

The Rev. Dr. John P. Peters, Journal of Biblical Litera- 
ture, 1914, June, pp. 81-86. 
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Is the Church Caring for its Boy Scouts ? 


Four safeguards the Sunday-school should throw sround the Scout troops 


City Secretary for Boys, The Boys’ Division of 
L the Detroit Young Men’s Christian Association 





When swearing is made a pastime in a church Boy Scout troop it is time to ask 


questions, even though the incident is exceptional. 


Mr. Foster, out of his intimate 


touch with boy life, sounds a warning and makes a suggestion that Sunday-school 
leaders and workers with boys may gladly welcome. 


ARLY in the history of the Boy Scout movement 
it was recommended as an excellent church 
boys’ club, Since its beginning I have freely 

suggested it to church people who were seeking some 
special form of organization for the boys in the early 
teens. To discover whether its use by churches had 
been general or not, I recently made inquiry in a 
number of cities small and large, and secured the 
following returns, in 116 replies : 

Fifty-three said that the Scout movement was either 
holding its own or increasing among the churches. 

‘Twenty-six replied that the movement was decreas- 
ing in the churches. 

Thirty-seven did not answer this specific question. 

The question of the relationship between the Scout 
movement or organization and some department of the 
church is an important one, and to some phases of 
this question I want to call attention. 

1. The Scout movement is popular among boys. 
Its program is one which is exceedingly attractive to a 
large majority of boys between twelve and fifteen, and 
boys who enter at this age quite frequently become 
interested enough to remain until at eighteen they may 
become assistant Scoutmasters. Announce the early 
formation of a Scout troop in many localities, and you 
will get a response which assures from the first a suc- 
cess numerically. 

But, as a result of this, great danger has arisen. 
Church officials have apparently assumed that any- 
thing which had in it power enough to organize itself 
without Coaxing was equal to the task of running itself 
after it had fairly begun. So in many cases it has 
been allowed to ‘‘run itself,",—and sometimes with 
serious results, 

1 have definite knowledge of one Scout troop con- 
nected with a fine church where the boys were allowed 


to go into camp with a ‘‘ borrowed’’ Scoutmaster, the 
regular leader being unable to go. The record is that 
swearing became a prevailing pastime, indulged in by 
every one from the Scoutmaster down to the youngest 
boy, and some boys began to swear for the first time. 

Fine affair that for a church Scout troop, wasn’t it? 
And one who heard about it said, ‘* That's just what 
I thought this Scout movement would come to,”’ 
What an unfair conclusion to reach! The Scout 
movement was not at fault in that case; the same 
crowd under the same leadership would have reached 
the same end regardless of the name of the organiza- 
tion under which they traveled, 

The responsibility? Easily fixed. It was with the 
pastor of the church and the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, who allowed their boys to go out with 
no adequate supervision, 

I know still another church troop where most serious 
conditions of immorality existed while on an outing. 
Here again the church officials had no relationship to 
the outing whatever. But I've known the same thing 
to happen with groups of choir boys or other groups. 
It is not fair to charge such lapses to the Scout move- 
ment. The cases I have cited are very exceptional 
and rare. 

2. The Scout organization is not primarily a reli- 
gious movement. Because it has so largely found its 
expression among church boys, many assume it to be 
a definitely religious enterprise. It is not, except so 
far as it declares every one to have a clear duty to 
God, and calls on boys to meet that duty; its leaders 
have made definite provision for its religious trend, 
but the local leader will determine how far it goes in 
that direction. 

Now what has happened? Literally thousands of 
troops existing in connection with churches have not 
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a single definitely religious factor in all of their work. 
By some strange fallacy local church leaders seem to 
assume that while boys as individuals may need reli- 
gious guidance, when they are organized as scouts 
there is no longer any such need. Hence the anom- 
aly of a church troop in camp with no Bible study, no 
word of grace at meals, no evening prayers, and an 
utter disregard of the Christian Sabbath. And that 
condition is not occasional. 

3. Owing to there being a National Scout head- 
quarters, and not infrequently a local headquarters in 
some county or city, many Scout troops in churches 
have sprung up with a definite relationship to such 
headquarters, but no definite relationship to the church, 

Hence, again, the anomaly of a church troop with 
no definite responsibility to any church organization. 
Of course there is the nominal relation to a pastor ; but 
beyond that the troop is not definitely attached to any 
organization; no supervision is given, no reports are 
expected, no support, financial or otherwise, is guar- 
anteed to the troop. It is a free Jance. 

The National Council has made definite provision, 
it is true, for the local control of the Scout troop 
through a troop committee of three. Here, again, it 
is seen that the Scout organization is not at fault. 
But the troop committee is all too frequently a com- 
mittee on paper only. 

Here, tiien, are three conditions which are fraught 
with danger. Is the Scout movement to blame for 
these conditions? Only in part. At certain stages 
some leaders of the movement have seemed to be 
more interested in its popularity and growth than in 
these fundamental elements which make for perma- 
nency and worth. But that does not shift the respon- 
sibility for such conditions as I have named. I 
hesitate not one moment to charge local church offi- 
cials in many places with negligence in their relation 
to the Scout troops of their churches. 

What right has any church to turn its boys over to 
some man who chooses to show marked interest in 
boys, without a searching inquiry as to his own char- 
acter? Yet that has been done times without number. 
Fortunately for all concerned, the great majority of 
these young men who have taken up the responsibility 
ef Scoutmaster have been clean, upright, stalwart fel- 
lows. But many a local church troop is blessed with 
the right kind of Scoutmaster without any credit to 
the responsible officials of the church. 

To my mind certain definite safeguards should be 
thrown around the Scout plan to make it effective and 
safe for use as a church boys’ club. 

1, The Scout troop should be a part of the Sunday- 
school organization, the Scoutmaster reporting regu- 
larly to the organized staff of officers and teachers, 
and being under the immediate supervision of the 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, who may, if 
desired, place the direct responsibility upon the troop 
committee, such committee being a part of the Sun- 
day-school organization. This fixes responsibility. 


‘It also prevents the boy from crediting the Sunday- 


school with his religious instruction and opportunities, 
and crediting some other organization with the things 
he really likes to do. 

2. The Scout zdea should be recognized and encour- 
aged ; the Scout organization should be subordinated, 
The Scout idea as a program for work with boys has 
come to stay. The more the Scout movement is 
pushed as a separate organization, the sooner will it 
reach the end of usefulness. The loyalty of the troop 
should be to the church, not primarily to any head- 
quarters of the Scout movement. Such headquarters 
would furnish ideas and train leaders; it should not 
administer the affairs of the local troop. 

3. The Scoutmaster of the church troop should be 
chosen with utmost care. To select a man ‘‘be- 
cause he has been a member of the National Guard,’’ 
has been given me as an adequate reason, That may 
be a desirable qualification, but pity the boys if that is 
only or his main qualification. One of the best troops 
I have ever known is a church troop where the keen- 
est, cleanest, brightest college graduate in the whole 
church has been the Scoutmaster for four years. That 
troop is a mighty asset to the church, and the church 
gladly assigns its best blood to its management. 

4. Have it clearly understood that the Scout troop 
is but one group in the large church family. Let the 
ideals for that group be at least as high as in the 
other groups. Recognize the fact that no boys’ work- 
program is complete which does not aim to develop 
them symmetrically, and be as insistent that their 
religious nature is not neglected as you are insistent 
that they acquire skill in first aid and signalling. 

With these points safeguarded, I consider the Boy 
Scout idea and program the best yet proposed for 
church boy troops. 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 
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The secret of P. H. Bristow’s notable Sunday- 
school career as his pastor sees it 





A Great Superintendent’s Life Message 
By Samuel H. Greene, D.D., LL.D. 





NE of the most efficient of the world’s great 
superintendents entered into his rest on Friday, 
August 28. The death of Mr. Pierson H, 

Bristow, the-widely-known and greatly-beloved super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school of Calvary Baptist 
Church of Washington, D. C., is felt as a distinct loss 
to the Sunday-school world. 

It was in 1889 that Mr. Bristow entered on official 
life in Washington as a Chief Clerk in the Post-office 
Department, and united with Calvary Baptist Church, 
The following year he became the superintendent of 
the Adult Department of its Sunday-school, and in 
1892 was elected to the superintendency of the entire 


school, For this great work he had peculiar qualifi- 
cations. In the wide range of activities which had 


occupied his life, he grew in practical knowledge of 
men and affairs, and developed an executive ability 
everywhere recognized, In the strenuous schoof of 
public life he was being trained for larger work along 
higher lines in which he was to find his greatest satis- 
faction and widest influence. Mr. Bristow had be- 
come a Christian in his thirteenth year, and united 
with the Baptist Church in Denmark, Iowa. In 1873 
he became superintendent of the Sunday-school of 
the First Baptist Church of Des Moines, continuing 
for nine years. Then followed a like service of seven 
years in the High Street Baptist Church of the same 
city. With this rich experience he came to his life- 
work in the Calvary school. 

A careful and reverent student of the Bible, this 
layman had no apology to make for any part of the 
Book he taught. To him it was a divine message, 
and it was his ambition to impress its deepest spiritual 
meaning upon his teachers, and through them upon 
the school. The depth of his. own spiritual life, his 
sympathy for both teacher and scholar, and his tact- 
. ful leadership, made his Teachers’ Club a most. at- 
tractive and helpful organization. It bristled y 
hints for the teacher on. the practical side of the 
work, social, intellectual, and spiritual, It was a 
place of heart-touch, vision, and inspiration, The 
teacher was made to feel that he was loved, and 
trusted by his superintendent, and in the sunshine of 
this consciousness life and work were exalted. The 
superintendent was a close student of human nature, 
and was continually seeking for the hidden talent 
among the members of the school and church, and 
his associates came to honor his judgment. 

A high conception of the dignity and meaning of 
Sunday-school work was part. of the secret of Mr. 
Bristow’s success as superintendent. No man was 
too great for its service, no reasonable equipment too 
expensive, no ambition too high. His own visich 
and purpose was a continual challenge to higher 
things. To him the child was the key to the future, 
and he was eager to win the child for the kingdom of 
his Lord. His remarkably fine sense of perspective 
in considering the relation of the school to the church, 
the department to the school, the class to the depart- 
ment, the teacher to the class, resulted in harmony 
throughout the organization. This characteristic 
marked his long administration, and contributed 
much to the unique character of the work. 

A wonderful master of detail, Mr. Bristow came to 
every occasion with careful preparation. He was 
aided by able committees, but he was the soul of 
each. The speakers, the topics, the music, were ar- 
ranged by others, but all were under hiseye, Nothing 
was too small to escape his forethought. In vision 
he saw clearly each special occasion weeks before it 
came. He had aremarkable knowledge of his offi- 
cers and teachers, their possibilities and limitations ; 
he knew his classes, their history and their personal 
make-up. 

The supreme passion of Mr. Bristow’s life centered 
in the leadership of his great school. He was a faith- 
ful and efficient servant of the government, a man 
deeply interested in matters of city and national wel- 
fare, but the call that sounded in his ears constantly 
was the call of God in the school committed to his 
care, It never had a secondary place in his mind or 
heart. To it he gave his life without stint, lovingly 
and completely. With it all, he was a modest man. 
No successes made him vain. On the great occg- 
sions of the school there was a remarkable self- 
effacement, He thought most of others, and was 
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The late Pierson H. Bristow, of Calvary Baptist 





grateful to all who helped in the King’s work. Un- 
ostentatious in his religious life, he was deeply spirit- 
ual and prayerful. All his plans were taken to the 
Lord in prayer before they were mentioned elsewhere. 
Under the home roof he was accustomed to name 
those for whom he was especially burdened in prayer. 

Mr. Bristow was the author of many beautiful 
hymns. Some of these have long been favorites in 
the Calvary school and other schools. Under other 
conditions he might have taken a large place in the 
world of letters. The very fineness of his tempera- 
ment made his response quick to the voices of nature 
and the experiences of our common humanity. 

The close friend of his pastor, Mr. Bristow was in 
sympathy with his ideas of work and administration. 
He was ambitious to be his helper in relieving him of 





Last January. in a letter to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, Mr. Bristow described a remarkable annual 
meeting that had just been held by the workers of the Cal- 
vary Baptist Sunday-school of Washington, D.C. As Mr. 
Bristow’s achievement as a Sunday-school worker has been 
brought home to his friends with new force by his death, it 
is appropriate that his fellow-superintendents should share 
the message of his life work. And with this revealing sketch 
by his pastor is published here Mr. Bristow’s recent letter 
to The Sunday School Times which gives an illuminating 
view of the school and of the man: 


While writing you, I am going to venture to intrude-on 
your time long enough to tell you of a most remarkable 
meeting held by the officers, teachers, and a few ether 
workers of Calvary Sunday-school, on the evening of Fri- 
day, January g, 1914. It was our annual meeting for 
reports and election. More than two hundredoof us sat 
down to the tables at the 6.30 o’clock dinner, every sone 
an enthusiast in the work, 

In addition to the reports of the officers of the school, 
I conceived the thought this year of having one member 
-of each organized class make a report in this public way 
of the work done in such classes. None of these reports 
exceeded two minutes in length, and yet in that short 
time it was a marvel and an inspiration to have uncov- 
ered, for the school to see, the remarkable work these 
classes are doing. From helping the sick in the classes, 
to providing the means to assist young men in the moun- 
tain schools to secure an education in preparation for 
the ministry ; aiding young women to fit themselves for 
missionary work; families among home missionaries in 
Arizona, New Mexico, Montana, and Alaska were helped 
materially, and the poor and needy ones in our city cared 
for to an extent. Adding the amounts thus expended to 
the offerings of the school during the year, we found that 
we had raised and paid out a little more than $7,000, con- 
siderably more than half of which was for benevolence. 

Telling the story of the work, in an informing but not 
boastful way, acted like magic on the whole force of our 
workers, and still larger things are already being planned, 

This is not to be published as the work of Calvary 
School, because we would not seek notoriety, but it may 
help you to say a good word in a general way some time 
concerning the tremendous advantage there is in organ- 
ized school and class endeavor. There is hardly a limit, 
we find, to what well-directed enthusiasm may do in the 
work of a Sunday-school. 
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undue anxieties and burdens in the Sunday-school 
department of the work. No shadow ever fell be- 
tween them. Great questions were discussed from 
different points of view, but when a decision came 
they stood together. No pastor could have hada 
more loyal and loving yoke-fellow. 

It is the common experience of the Kingdom—a 
man seeking lovingly and bravely to honor his Lord, 
and almost unconsciously growing into His image 
until thousands rise up to call him blessed. Mr. 
Bristow was helpful in the building up of a great school, 
and he himself grew sweet and great in the sacrifice 
and toil it demanded. The memory of his unselfish 
service lingers like sweet fragrance over the fields of 
his recent toil, and then floats far and wide to bless the 
world, 


WASHINGTON, D. C, 





Does Europe’s War Mark 
the End of the Age ? 


By Heury W. Frost, Home Director for 
North America of the China Inland Mission 








What does the Bible teach concerning such a catas- 
trophe as the present war, and concerning the events 
that mark the end of the age? Dr. C.I1. Scofield and 
Professor W.H. Griffith Thomas have already dis- 
cussed this question for readers of The Sunday School 
Times in the War Number of October17. Mr. Frost's 
article will be followed by a fourth brief study of the 
question by A. C. Gaebelein, These articles are part 
of an extraordinary series upon the war (announced 
on page 668 of this issue), which deal with some fac- 
tors of the world-war that are not treated in the news- 
Paper accounts, 


OR nearly six thousand years men have been 
struggling through darkness into light, through 
barbarism into culture, when suddenly, at the 

word of kings, the beast in man is aroused and he is 
found to be as Cain was, a brother-hater and a mur- 
derer. For nearly twothousand years men have been 
under the influence of Christ's person, example, and 
teaching, and have been professing to wear his name 
and to be his followers, when in a moment, at the 
sound of bugle and the beat of drum, the devil in 
man is let loose and he is proved to be no better than 
a Nero, a Caligula, or an Attila. 

The deep pathos of it all is that men had thought 
it would be otherwise. Philosophers had argued, 
poets had sung, and preachers had spoken of a 
‘golden age’’ which was about to dawn upon the 
world, wherein brotherly love would predominate and 
universal peace would prevail. Scriptural terms de- 
scribing millennial conditions were being quoted as at 
least partially fulfilled. And then into such dreams 
as these the specter of war—mad, red-handed, and 
murderous—thrust itself, to the overwhelming horror 
of mankind. This was not the racial evolution of 
which men had boasted. This was racial devolution, 
which men had decried. 

And yet there were some thinkers among the 
thoughtful ones, in spite of all that had taken place, 
who were not surprised or unsettled. For these, as 
as for others, there was the horror of it all. But they 
had been forewarned, and therefore they were not 
overwhelmed. Indeed, these.persons had long be- 
lieved that the existing civilization was superficial— 
what Carlyle called ‘‘skin-deep’’—and that modern 
Christianity, speaking generally, did not represent 
apostolic and especially Scriptural Christianity. Also, 
these persons had always said that general life, at the 
heart of it, was bestial and devilish, in spite of the 
culture of civilization and the ethics of Christianity, 
and that the proof this fact only awaited a fit occasion 
for its display. In addition these students had 
affirmed that, the heart being deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked, only individual regen- 
eration and sanctification could transform society, and 
that any hope for national righteousness apart from 
these processes was necessarily illusory and vain. 
Moreover, these teachers had taught that the Scrip- 
ture made it plain that unregenerate man would prove 
to be a failure in all the future, as he had been in the 
past, that he would go from bad to worse and from 
worse to worst, and that he would proceed at last so 
far that he would fling himself from the dizzy height 
of self-exaltation into the abyss of moral and religious 
self-destruction. And finally, these Scriptural inter- 
preters had proclaimed that the whole course of this 
present age would be marked by divine judgments, in 
which, according to the Master’s word, nation would 
rise up against nation and kingdom against kingdom, 
until there should be a consummation of judgments 
in a last terrible confiict, in which the armies of the 
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world would be arrayed, not only against one another, 
but also against God’s Anointed One, and in which the 
divine wrath would be poured out upon the lawless 
ones and their satanic leader, to their utter destruc- 
tion. 

Now it is no small matter that the class of students 
referred to have been found to be right in their inter- 
pretation of the prophetic Scriptures, It is worth 
while to inquire what they hold as touching the end. 
time and end-events. 

First, prophetic teachers hold that the Christ who 
went away will return, and that the coming referred 
to so often in Scriptures is a personal one. In other 
words, that no other event—such as the destruction 
of Jerusalem, the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Day of Pentecost, or even death—satisfies or exhausts 
the meaning of the promises which relate to the 
second advent, and that these will only be fulfilled by 
a definite, second coming of Christ, in his own person 
and in bodily form, as a distinctly literal event. 

Second, prophetic teachers declare that the second 
coming of Christ will have a twofold object ; first, to 
gather all believers, dead and alive, to himself in 
bodily form ; and second, to bring these back with 
himself in judgment against all who oppose him, 
whether they be kings, captains, mighty men, war- 
riors, free, bond, small or great. 

Third, prophetic students teach that the purpose of 
the return and judgment of Christ will be to establish 
God's kingdom upon earth, the golden age for which 
men have rightfully longed ; that this will last a mil- 
lennium—that is, a thousand years ; that its earthly, 
national center will be restored and redeemed Israel ; 
and that this millennial perod will be a time of world- 
wide evangelization and salvation, such as has never 
yet been known. 

Fourth, prophetic interpreters set forth the fact that 
this present age is not the kingdom age, but is that of 
the Holy Spirit and the Church; and that God's 
present purpose, as the apostle James at Jerusalem 
said, is to take out of the nations a people for his 
name. They also set forth the fact that this purpose 
forbids the thought of present, universal salvation, 
and that it indicates a rejecting of Christ by multi- 
tudes of people, just as has taken place in every na- 
tion up to the present time. 

And finally, prophetic teachers hold that this re- 
jecting of Christ by the multitudes, and therefore by 
the nations of the earth, calls not only for a final 
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judgment at the end of the age, but also for interme- 
diate judgments during the course of the age, and that 
this is the explanation of many of the calamities which 
have been seen among the nations in the past, and of 
those which are now being seen among the nations. 

Deductions from the foregoing statements may 
easily be made. 

No war, however wide-spread and terrible, neces- 
sarily marks the end of the age, since, as Christ de- 
clared, ‘‘wars and rumors of wars’’ are to be a part 
of the development of the whole age. 

It may be expected that such wars as may take 
place will be increasingly wide-spread and terrible, 
not only because internationalism and scientific in- 
vention are working toward this end, but also because 
God’s judgments—of which wars are an expression— 
are climactic in character. 

No war can be the final one until man’s sin has 
found its supreme expression in the person described 
in many passages of Scripture, but notably in the 
second chapter of 2 Thessalonians,—namely, the 
Man of Sin, for he is to be the cause and leader of 
the last great war, and is to be destroyed by the 
brightness of Christ's appearing. 

And no series of battles is to be regarded as the 
final conflict which lies outside the country of Pales- 
tine, since Armageddon, which marks the beginning 
of the last conflict of this age, and the valley of 
Jehoshaphat, which marks the end of that conflict, 
are both located in that land. 

It seems fair to conclude, in view of the above, 
that the present European war does not mark the end 
of the present age; that rather it is a preliminary 
conflict which is preparing the way, geographically, 
nationally, commercially, and religiously, for the 
final war, be it far or near; and that only as these 
and other intermediate catastrophes take place will 
there be developed those conditions in Europe and 
elsewhere which will finally produce the coming 
awful conflict of Man versus God, the result of which 
will be the dethronement of man and the eternal ex- 
altation of Christ. . But it also seems fair to conclude 
that the present war—since its characteristics corre- 
spond largely with those of the end-time war-—does 
mark a notable advance in tlie fulfilment of prophecy, 
and that it is the token that the world is now rapidly 
nearing that final conflict which is to bring to pass 
the end of the present age, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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What the Chinese Boxers Learned 
from the German soldiers 
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Doomed Christians Facing Boxer Fiends 


By Charles Ernest Scott 





A 





An old flint-lock musket and a troop of German soldiers, Chinese Christians doomed 

to a fiery furnace by infuriated Boxers,—and prayer: these were the human factors 

in this dramatic story of a miracle of the Boxer days in China. In the series of 

amazing revelations of China and her people which Mr. Scott is giving to Sunday 

School Times readers, he includes this startling incident as a vivid picture of the 
Chinese Christian and the Chinese Christian’s God. 


HAD walked over to a village where one of our 

Christians was sick—a young graduate of our 

medical school who had nearly blown out his 
eves experimenting in the manufacture of bombs to 
use against the ‘‘Manchu tyrants.’’ His uncle, a 
dear friend of mine, remarked ; ‘‘ These revolution- 
ary times are not as dangerous for us here as the 
Boxer days.’ And he added, with a humorous twin- 
kle, ‘*You see the German troops are known now. 
In those days they were not!’’ This put him in 
reminiscent mood, and over our Chinese dinner he 
told me a tale that is worthy a place in church history. 

His village is heathen, but his own cian there resi- 
dent is, in solid phalanx, Christian. Though its 
members have the brains and education, the acres 
and the money, the push and the grace, they are but 
a handful. Perhaps because of this fact they, during 
the early days of the Boxer movement, were marked 
by mean and envious men for destruction. There 
was no other village safer than their own, to which 
they could flee, as every Christian was well known, 
and all the country-side was alive with Boxers. Every- 
body, apparently, had become either a ‘‘ Big Knife 
Society’’ brave on the warpath, or an active, spying 
sympathizer. 

Under such circumstances it seemed necessary to 
the German Government, in the interests of law and 
order in and near their ‘‘ Gehiet,’’ to send out a pun- 
itive expedition into the surrounding villages. On 
the approach of the troops to this place, the Boxer 


warriors, rendered fatuously reckless by their incanta- 
tions, which were supposed to render them bullet- 
proof, mounted thé village wall there with bows and 
arrows, spears and clubs, and some muskets, to an- 
nihilate the ‘* Black Bearded Barbarians.’’ 

When but a few rods from the wall the German 
captain, who understood some Chinese, heard the 
command given to fire. He instantly ordered his 
men to lie flat on the ground in position for sharp- 
shooting. Just as they dropped, the venerable guns 
on the wall, accompanied by the clatter of a choice 
miscellany of medieval weapons, banged harmlessly 
at them. And the Boxers, seeing the rows of soldiers 
prone and motionless, thought their foes killed to a 
man. With the temerity of ‘‘know nothing, fear 
nothing,’’ they forthwith sprang to their feet, capering 
about in wild jubilation at the destruction of the 
‘* foreign devils.’ 

It was one of those errors of heathen superstition 
irremediable. Their bodies, silhouetted against the 
sky, were perfect targets for a much-practised soldiery. 
Every form that appeared above the parapet fell dead 
or wounded. Survivors and ‘‘pals’’—robbers and 


thieves all—were captured and held for official public 
execution. And the heathen were disgraced by seeing 
the idols in which they and the Boxer defenders 
trusted hauled out of the village temple, buried in 
the yard, and flung into the pond— ‘<< face’’ lost beyond 
recovery. 

But that was the beginning of trouble for the Chris- 
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tians. Boxer avengers sprang up like the armed men 
from Jason’s sowing. ‘The secret edict went forth: 
The second degree devils (the local Christians) must 
all die, and their church and houses be burned and 
their land divided up. So one black night, when all 
was prepared, a band of men fit for black deeds crept 
forth to wreak vengeance upon the little band of faith- 
ful and apparently doomed followers of Him whom 
they traduced in posters representing a pig on a 
cross ! 

Suddenly, out of the darkness the flames of the burn- 
ing house of God—the largest in our field and built by 
the Christians themselves—began to creep and crackle 
and curl themselves skyward, as if flaunting defiance 
to the God whom they ignorantly hated. 

The Christians hastily left their houses, and fled to 
the walled yard of the elder. It was death for any 
Christian to appear, and they knew it. So they all 
gathered together inside the flimsy barred gate of 
wood—and prayed. Outside, in the lurid glare of the 
fire-crumbling church, figures more demonic than 
human danced in a frenzy of Satanic glee. Confident 
that the innocent upon whom they expected soon to 
wreak their vengeance were inescapably theirs, one 
gang of wretches lingered and gloated over the charred 
ruins. Another, like a band of Apaches surrounding 
an emigrant wagon, ringed in the devoted company, 
and having howled and reviled them to their heart's 
content, proceeded to business, 

At a given signal kerosene, as by magic, was pro- 
duced from somewhere, —there were not lacking fellow- 
villagers zealous to abet the raiders from outside, — 
and simultaneously it was applied before each Chris- 
tian door. ‘These doors and their thatched hocds 
leading into each yard were dry as tinder. And what 
pretty blaze the houses inside each would make, cov- 
ered as they were with sun-burned straw. These 
Christians forsooth would be roasted in their homes 
like rats in a hole! 

The flames had begun to lick the yard door-lintels, 
when something happened. Indeed, something had 
already happened. There was, as has been said,:no 
sense in trying to flee,—the country was alive'with 
Boxers on the still hunt for Christians as the imme- 
diate producing cause of the foreign invasion; neither 
was there hope in armed resistance. So the believers 
locked inside the elder's yard, like those in the. fiery 
furnace, prayed,—prayed desperately. They knew 
the promise of God through Isaiah, and they pleaded it: 
‘« When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee ; 
for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One, thy Sav- 
iour!’’ 

As they prayed, one of the family felt irresistibly 
drawn to take down and fire an old rusty flint-lock, 
such as the better-to-do keep on hand for firing into 
the air as evening approaches, to warn thieves that a 
gun is inside. What overt act could he commit to 
put them in more fearful straits ? So he quickly poked 
the muzzle over the wall. Outside, a jeering, taunt- 
ing mob of enemies whose faces were lit up by flames 
of their own kindling. He pulled at a venture, and 
fired into the darkness. 

The student of the campaigns of armies needs no 
corroboration from God's Word to understand what 
could happen. In view of the facts of secular as well 
as sacred history, it is not difficult to conceive how 
the Almighty can use a very little thing to ‘‘ panic’’ 
a body of men,—even so harmless utensils as lamps 
and pitchers, 

The bullet that was aimed at a venture by the hard- 
pressed Christian had struck the invulnerable Boxer 
chief, even the one pandplied in an apron of magic 
characters. He reeled. Followers leaped to him. 
But the man was dead—shot through the heart. ‘The 
braves were too scared to use their weapons, Instantly 
through their minds there flashed a thought that froze 
their blood: ‘* Horrors ! There must be German sol- 
diers inside. Can we forget them? Sharpshooters.! 
Who knows how many? These devils of the second 
rank have cunningly concealed them there! No 
villager could shoot like that! We are all dead 
men!’’ 

But the thought that at first numbed their limbs 
now unlimbered them. Not even waiting to rescue 
their bleeding fellow, they went pell-meJl down the 
narrow, dirty streets, shadowy now with new terrors. 
Their gait increased. They ‘‘hit it up’’ to a dead 
jump. Who knew but what the entire German army 
was after them! None stopped to investigate. 

The flames were soon extinguished. The Boxers came 
not again. And from that day no man dared touch 
them. And thereafter, throughout the days of fierce 
alarms and fiercer deeds, the Christians of the ‘‘ Big 
Bitter Village’’ rested in a security and a peace that 
was the marvel of all. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


F PERSONS once knew of any failure or sin or 
fall that we have had. few of them are ever gen- 
erous enough to forget it, even though we may 

recover from that error aud make it right just as far 
as we possibly can. How many persons are familiar 
with David as a sinner, but cannot tell of those days 
when he was a man after God’s own heart ! We try 
to appear as if we alone were perfect, and had a right 
to criticize others, when as a matier of fact we all 
have a record as spotted as Peter’s and David's. 

All men sin, but the great souls are those who, like 

Peter, do not defend their sin, but seek the cleans- 
ing of Christ. 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson a.ticles in the Times.] 

The whole story of Peter's denial and repentance 
is a fine and vivid illustration of the most common of 
man's experiences—failure—and the most noble of his 
efforts—repentance, 

Considerable time may well be spent in portraying 
the picture. Visiting the Lesson Scenes will be very 
valuable. A thorough comparison of the four Gospel 
accounts is indispensable. For this a harmony will 
be a great help, though one’s own New Testament 
will serve at a little greater expense of time. Seeka 
clear idea of the three denials, as Dr. Riddle points 
them out (preliminary paragraph and Thursday 
study). Do not fail to grasp that Peter's denial was 
not necessary to save his life (Saturday study), for 
= also was present at Jesus’ trial. The denial of 

eter gives only a half truth if something is not said 
of his repentance and restoration, as Dr. Thomas 
megents (Sunday study and Questions for Further 

tudy). 

The purpose of the whole should be to encourage 
us to follow Peter’s example in a whole-hearted re- 
pentance, 


The Class in Session 

Jesus understands us perfectly. and does not say a 
harsh word to his disciples, though he frankly tells 
them to their faces that they will all fail him at the 
last. He uses the familiar Hebrew figure of stum- 
bling over an unsuspected obstacle in the path (Dr. 
Riddle, v. 27). But his quotation of Scripture and 
the use of the figure of the shepherd show that he 
is more concerned about them than about himself 
(Monday study and Dr. Mackie, first paragraph). 

The words of verse 28 were, as Dr. Riddle shows, 
quite unintelligible to them until later. Peter, with 
characteristic impulsiveness and conceit (Tuesday 
study), vows that he will never fail, to which Jesus 
replies with a very minute and detailed description of 
just how and when he will fail (Dr. Riddle, v. 30, and 
Dr. Mackie's second paragraph). As the event 
showed, Peter did have a bit more ‘‘spunk”’ than the 
rest, for he made a show, at least, of fight, which was 
all wrong, and got him another rebuke. Then they 
took Jesus first to Annas’ house, and immediately 
after to Caiaphas and the whole council. Two disci- 

les followed Jesus, John and Peter (John 18 « 15-18). 
Soha was evidently in a position of some influence, 
and secured admission for Peter. This showed 
Peter's courage, but as he passed through the gate 
into the courtyard the maid at the door asked if he. 
like John, was not a friend of the prisoner (Dr. Rid- 
dle, on v. 66; Wednesday study; Dr. Mackie’s third 
paragraph). Peter replied to this, ‘‘I am not,” and 
then withdrew to a secluded _ near a fire (Dr. 
Mackie’s fourth paragraph, Thursday study, Mr. 
Ridgway’s first paragraph). Then the cock crew, 
and you may be sure that Peter heard that shrill 
condemnation (Mr. reg & paragraph 3). 

The pity of it was that Peter was not in any real 
danger (Dr. Riddle, v. 69, and Saturday study). 
Apparently ridicule, not arrest, was the object of 
these questions. While Peter was trying to hide in 
the crowd around the fire, another maid saw him 
and declared: ‘‘This man also was with Jesus 
of Nazareth.” Peter’s courage absolutely forsook 
him, and he added an oath to his denial (Dr. Mackie’s 
last paragraph, Mr. Ridgway’s fourth paragraph, 
Thursday study). We pause to examine ourselves 
here fora moment. Our lack of courage is so often 
due to a lack of faith (Monday study), and there is no 
way of developing faith except in the fire of tempta- 
tion (Mr. Gordon’s paragraphs 1-3); therefore we 
ought to strive most ardently for a faith that will 
produce courage. And we should beware of the sin 
of conceit, for it shows our lack of a well-balanced 
mind (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 2-14). 


LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. JESUS AND PETER 


Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72. Commit verses 71, 72 
q Golden Text: Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest. he fall.—1 Corinthians 10 : 12 , 


Read Matthew 26 : 69-75 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 14 : 53, 54, 66-72 ) 

53 And they led Jesus away to the high prie-t: and there 
come together with him all the chief priests and the elders and 
the scribes. 54 And Peter had followed him afar off, even 
within, into the court of the high priest, and he was sitting 
with the officers, and warming himself in the light of the fre. 


. 


66 And as Peter was beneath in the court, there cometh one 
of the maids of the high priest ; 67 and seeing Peter warming 
himself, she looked upon him, and saith, ‘Thou also wast with 
the Nazarene, even Jesus. 68 But he denied, saying, 'I neither 
know, nor understand what thou sayest * and he went out into 
the 2? porch , Sand the cock crew. 69 And the maid saw him, 
and began again to say to them that stood by, This is one of 
them. 70 But he again denied it. And after a little while 
again they that stood by said to Peter, Of a truth thou art one 
of them, for thou art a Galilzan, 71 But he began to curse, 
and to swear, I know not this man of whom ye speak. 72 And 
straightway the second time the cock crew And Peter called 
to mind the word, how that Jesus said unto him, Before the 
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he 
thought thereon, he wept. 

1Or I neither know, nor understand: thou what sayest thou? 


2Gr forecourt *% Many ancient authorities omit and the cock crew 
4Or And he began to weep 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


+ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber of the various iesson-articies in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 27.—To whom was Jesus speaking at this time ? 
What did he mean when he said, ‘*All ye shall be 
offended’? ? What is the significance of the word *’ for’’ 
in this verse ? Where is the quotation as to the smiting of 
the shepherd located, and what is its application here ? 
(Riddle, Mackie 1; Thomas Monday study.) 

Verse 28.—What did the disciples probably understand 
as Jesus’ meaning when he referred to the time when he 
should be * raised up’’? When did he go before them 
into Galilee ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Monday.) 

Verse 30.—What was the significance of Jesus’ reference 
to the crowing of the cock in this connection? Why did 
Jesus foretell Peter’s denial? (Riddle ; Mackie, 2; Thomas, 
Tuesday.) 

Verse 31 —Does this suggest that all the disciples were 
equally guilty with Peter? (Riddle, v. 50; Thomas, Tues- 
day.) 

Verse 53.—Who are meant by ‘they’?? Why was 
Jesus brought before the high priest? Who were ‘the 
chief priests and the elders and the scribes,’’ and is their 
probable number known? (Riddle; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 54.—Where was ‘‘ the court of the high priest’? ? 
What ‘* officers ’’ were these? (Riddle; Mackie, 3 ; Visit- 
ing the Lesson Scenes.) 

Verse 66.—Who were ‘the maids of the high priest’? ? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 67.—Why did this girl refer to Jesus as ‘the 
Nazarene’’? How did she know Peter? (Kiddle.) 

Verse 68.—What was Peter’s motive in denying any 
knowledge of Jesus? Where was the porch? About what 
hour was this? (Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday, Sunday.) 

Verse 69.—Did the maid probably intend to have Peter 
punished ? (Riddle ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 70.—How did these people know that Peter was 
a Galilean, and of what signiticance was that fact in iden- 
tifying him as one of Jesus’ followers ? (Riddle ; Thomas, 
Friday.) 

Verse 71.—Why did Peter ‘‘ curse and swear’’? Rid- 
dle; Mackie, 5; ‘Thomas, Saturday.) 








But Peter’s failure was still worse; another person, 
a man, a kinsman of the man Peter wounded in the 
Garden, accused him of being in the Garden with 
Jesus (John 18 - 25-27), and this time Peter became 
violent in his profanity. Then the cock crew a sec- 
ond time and Jesus, passing by. gave Peter a long 
look. It was enough. Peter's conceit was broken; 
he wept because of his own failure,—a sure sign of 
promise. Jesus knew that Peter would recover him- 
self (Luke 22° 31, 32; Sunday study), and he did 
recover himself. His weeping was followed by a 
great strengthening. and that exverience made Peter 
a humbler and a stronger man all his life (Mr. Gordon's 
closing paragraphs, and Mr. Ridgway’'s last para- 
graph). 








The Lesson Summary 


Moral courage is not an independent virtue ,; it is 
always the expression of something deeper down. 
An unalterable conviction of the truth of one's cause 
a seldom fails to produce a courageous atti- 
tude in a threatening situation. 

Faith is the real virtue that we need. Had Peter 
literally and fully believed that a was the 
‘* Christ,” the Son of the Living God, as he said at 
Cesarea-Philippi, he would not have crumbled as he 
did in that courtyard. If men actually believe in 
immortality and the judgment of a personal God, 
they do not yield so easily to the solicitations of the 
present. 

It is because we stand on a wobbly foundation that 
we topple over so often. Another element in pro 
ducing a fine type of moral courage is humility of 
mind, Humility is a much misunderstood virtue. 
It is not my attitude toward men, but my balance of 
mind toward myself, my God, and my brethren that 
makes true humility. It is a true ego rather than an 
exaggerated ego. A lack of faith of a true balance 
of life leads to some wretched experience, just as 
Peter's did. But a thorough unveiling of ourself, 
while bitter medicine, is good for the soul, providing 
that we do not harden and begin to defend ourselves, 
but will repent truly as Peter did. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. How did Jesus know that his friends would forsake 
him ? 

2. How many of the Twelve forsook him altogether, and 
how many only partly ? 

3- How did Peter get into that courtyard ? 

4. Describe the three denials. 

5. Why is sorrow an indispensable part of repentance ? 

6. Ilow was this experience a blessing to Peter? 
7. What great lesson does it teach us ? 


Other Teaching Points 

We should really try to forecast our lives a little just as 
Jesus did for Peter. How many of us pray against temp- 
tation before it comes ? 

Jesus’ prayer for Peter in Luke 22: 31, 32 is a perfect 
example of an intercessory prayer for a friend,—the dan- 
ger, the defense, and the defeat of the sin. 

Each of us must watch carefully against the peculiar sin 
natural to his own temperament. Some of us are inclined 
to over-confidence and some to apathy. It is my business 
to understand myself. 


Ilow we do fear a little ridicule on account of our con- 
victions! ‘* The reproach of Christ’’ is a very real thing. 
Who is willing to share it ? 

Let us be honest with ourselves in the matter of failures. 
To defend a failure is like cultivating a weed,—it will 
ruin anygarden. Genuine distress over failure is a healthy 
sign, 

Sorrow and humiliation are a sure part of repentance. 
It cannot be otherwise, because change of heart is never 
painless. 

A great victory is no guarantee against a great failure. 
Peter was the disciple who made the Great Confession and 
was so warmly commended by his Lord, ‘The best lesson 
to learn from victory is that the victory comes hecause of 
the strength of Another, and that ‘we in ourselves are just 
as weak in the face of a new temptation as we were before 
the victory was won. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
Jesus and Pilate (Matt. 27 - 11-31; Luke 23° 1-25.) 
{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson ‘The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher | 
The death of Jesus was accomplished with a form 
of legality. The Jews were a subject-people. just as 
the Filipinos were at the close of the Spanish War. 
The Jews could decide some questions, but could not 
give a death sentence, for only the Roman governor 
could do that. So it was necessary to secure a death- 
warrant from the Roman governor at Jerusalem, 
whose name was Pilate. It was not easy to get this 
because they had no real ‘‘case” against Jesus. But 
they succeeded. 
1. Why was it necessary for Jesus to appear before 
Pilate ? 
2. In what ways did Pilate try to dodge the executing of 
Jesus ? 
3. How did the priests compel him to do their will? 
4. Give an estimate of Pilate’s moral character ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
A lie. 
A side-track. 
An affinity. 
A heavy pressure. 


EVANSTON, ILL. 
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That Look in the Eyes of Jesus 
By S. D. Gordon 


T’S the test that tells the story. And only the fire- 
| test can tell it out fully. No man knows what is 

in him till he is put in the fire. 

There's only as much faith in your faith as stands 
the testing-fire. ‘There’s only as much courage in 
your Jesus-loyalty as stands the friction fire of ridi- 
cule or sneer or criticism. You don’t know yourself 
till you have been through the fire. 

Peter felt so sure of himself. Hadn't he been 
chosen one of the Twelve, and, even more, one of the 
inner three? And wasn’t he thought of as the first 
of these, the leader? Hadn’t Jesus taken him up 
into the Transfiguration Mount ? and into the inner 
chamber of Jairus’ home ? and just new intothe inner 
recesses of the Gethsemane prayer grove ? 

Hadn't he preached and cast out demons, and 
maybe raised the dead? And more than all these, 
wasn’t he the one who made that bright, strong an- 
swer to Jesus’ question about who He was? And 
how age ot the Master had commended his answer! 
All this probably lies close to the surface of Peter's 
thought. 

Like some others, he had a good memory for such 
things about himself. He was so sure of himself. 
He deny the Master! The idea! These others, little 
Andrew there in his oy, guileless Nathanael in 
his simple purity of ideal, but lacking Peter’s vigor 
of action,—with a vague sweep of the eye,—these 
others might, but Peter! Certainly not! He was 
sure of that. 

How much alike we all are. Any one can see a 
speaking likeness of himself in this Peter-mirror, 
except, of course, you and me. Yet possibly even we 
have heard some one talking over things of this sort 
about himself, once, off alone. 

But isn’t it good to have self-reliance? Surely. 
All these things which Peter possibly remembered 
about himself with satisfaction were true. But there 
was more that was true, too, And the more would 
mut these things ina different light, and tend to bend 
bis knee, both knees, rather than to bend his back 
bone so far backwards as to affect his thought and 
tongue. 

He Aad been chosen, but in spite of marked weak- 
ness. He Aad been specially privileged those three 
times with James and John, but as a bit of much- 
needed schooling. He Aad preached and cast out 
demons through some one else’s power. 

The truth seems to be that Peter had been a spe- 
cial burden on the Master’s heart. He had carried 
him in special prayer because of the marked weak- 
nesses mixed up with his strong qualities. ‘Too much 
self-confidence 1s a matter of the eyes; they see only 
part, the part they like to see, and shut out the rest. 
They use a convex mirror,—one looks bigger to 
himself, 

Humility means opening your eyes to see all there 
is of yourself, including weak spots and failings, and 
to see some One else. When you see him,—no, you 
doen't get smaller; you merely find out your real size, 
how small and helpless you are. 

Humility is the root virtue. It is the essential to 
the highest mental clearness and grasp, and the 
highest efficiency in action, as well as in Christian 
character. But then that truth has a hard time get- 
ting into most of us. 

Peter’s strong points and weak get badly tangled. 
That stroke of the sword showed his personal love 
for Jesus, and his utter failure to understand Jesus. 
His love and boldness made him follow Jesus after 
the arrest; but his cowardice cautiously measured a 
safe distance toward the rear. 

His eagerness, with a touch of curiosity, leads him 
to take advantage of faithful, —— John’s help 
at the gate. And once in he boldly stayed, but his 
abominably selfish cowardice sends him to the ex- 
treme of vulgar blasphemy, even within earshot of 

esus! 
J The night has grown well on as the soldiers start 
toward the city with their prisoner, and the crowds 
straggling along. Judas’ job is done, but he likely 
stays in the lead still, probably expecting even yet 
some dramatic turn. 

Nine have scurried quickly away in the dark- 
ness. Peter follows at a safe distance, love and cow- 
ardice fighting it out within, He gets to the palace 
gate after the others have gone in, and the gate is 
shut again. 

But John has been quietly keeping track of Peter, 
and now gets the maid to open the gate. He + * 
furtively out into the courtyard, mingling with the 
soldiers about the fire, trying to seem unconcerned 
so as not to attract attention. 

Then the maid who had let him in comes along. 
Is she surprised at finding him out here among the 
soldiers? John is inside. She says, ‘‘ You belong to 
this man Jesus?” Peter, surprised, quite taken off 
his guard, nervously stammers out an uneasy nega- 
tive, and moves quickly away. ‘That fire is getting 
too warm. 

Again the accusation, and again the nervous, sur- 
prised, jerky sentences of cowardly denial, made a 

it stronger. Then the third time, and now the oaths 
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and vulgarity, words which they well knew he had 
never pe from this prisoner. Poor Peter! He 
knew the sort of language that fitted his position as 
a deserter. 

But the words are barely off his lips when his eyes 
are drawn over to where the soldiers have brought 
ary out while waiting the dawn. And instantly 

e is caught by the look in the eyes of Jesus. 

Reproach mingled with unutterable tenderness, 
but no bitterness, was in those eyes. Peter's heart 
was broken. In that look he saw himself asd Jesus, 
—his own weak, cowardly, untrue, bungling self; 
the reproach, the pity, the forgiving love of Jesus, 
And the rush of bitter tears began flooding out the 
old self-confident Peter. 

If more of us might see that look in the eyes of 
Jesus! 

New York Ciry. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME anpv Piace.—Luke and John tell of a predic- 
tion of Peter’s denial before the departure to 
Gethsemane, but verses 27-31 seem to refer toa 

second prediction, after leaving the upper room (so 
Matthew). The time of this part of the lesson was 
late in the evening of Thursday, April 6, A.D. 30. 
The denials of Peter, narrated in the remainder of 
the lesson, occurred near or in the inner court of the 
high priest’s palace, which was probably occupied by 
both Annas and Caiaphas. The site is supposed to 
have been on the southern slope of Mt. Zion. The 
time of the denials was during the period from mid- 
night to ‘‘cock-crow” on Friday, April 7, A.D. 30. 

The Three Denials.—’The four accounts vary in de- 
tails, which is a mark of independence and of truth- 
fulness. A comparison indicates that there were 
three occasions when Peter denied his Lord, and not 
simply three questions and answers. On each occa- 
sion several persons were concerned. The firs? de- 
nial occurred when Jesus was brought before Annas 
and Peter entered the palace (John). The second 
took place in the ‘‘ porch,” he third probably 
occurred at the close of the hearing before Caiaphas, 
an hour after the second (Luke), at ‘‘cock-crow,”— 
that is, about three o’clock in the early morning. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 27.—Unto them: The eleven disciples.— 
Shall be offended; Greek, ‘‘Caused to stumble.” 
They would find in Jesus an occasion for moral stum- 
bling, for falling into sin. This took place when they 
‘*fled” (v. 50).—For.: This points to their conduct 
as the fulfilment of the prophecy which is cited.—/ 
will smite the shepherd: Frcas Zechariah 13: 7. 
“I” refers to Jehovah ; ‘*shepherd” to the Messiah. 

Verse or re ag Jam raised up: This was proba- 
bly unintelligible to the disciples.—Go before you 
into Galilee: This occurred after the resurrection, 
as three of the evangelists narrate. 

Verse 30.—-That thou to-day, even this night: 
Mark is most detailed in his statement.—Before the 
cock crow twice; This part of the prediction had an 
effect on Peter’s repentance. Indeed the denial was 
foretold that there might be a basis for repentance. 

Verse 50.—A// left him, and flea: Thus all were 
‘‘ offended,” though not so culpably as Peter later. 

Verse 53.—Zhey led Jesus away; The Roman 
soldiers and the Jewish ‘‘officers’’ (John 18 : 12).— 


To the high priest; Caiaphas. <A hearing before 
Annas preceded. — Come together with him: All 


three classes forming ‘tthe whole council” (v. 55), or 
the sanhedrin, of seventy-one members. 

Verse 54.— The court of the high priest; The open 
interior of the house is meant.—Officers : Probably 
members of the temple watch, who had been present 
at the arrest of Jesus. ~ 

Verse 66.—One of the maids of the high priest: 
There would naturally be many female servants in 
the palace. John tells of a denial made to the por- 
teress by Peter. This ‘‘maid” was possibly, but not 
necessarily, the same one. 

Verse 67.—7he Nazarene: This appellation was 
often applied to Jesus. Here it may imply some con- 
tempt. How she recognized Peter as a follower of 

esus is not indicated, though ‘‘also” suggests that 
ohn was known to be a disciple. 

Verse 68.—/ neither know ; The marginal render- 
ing is even more graphic. Peter’s courage had left 
him, and he lied.—/nZo the porch: Or, ‘* forecourt,” 
the arched gateway, leading from the inner court to 
the street.— /he cock crew: Mark tells of two ‘‘ cock 
crows.” The first would be about midnight. 

Verse 69.—And the maid saw him; Others joined 


‘in the accusation; Luke speaks of a man. No desire 


to punish Peter is indicated, only to deride. 

Verse 70.—After a little while: About an hour 
(Luke).—For thou art a Galilean: His speech 
showed this; so Matthew. John tells that a kinsman 
of Malchus recognized him. 

Verse 71.—70 curse: Tocall down curses on him- 
self, if he said what was not true.—7Zo swear: To 
call God to witness. 


Verse 72.—Z7he second time the cock crew: This 
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time it recalled our Lord's prediction. Probably at 
this time Jesus came out of the ‘ council,” and 
‘turned, and looked upon Peter” (Luke).— When he 
thought thereon; Other interpretations of the Greek 
word (literally, ‘‘casting on”) are suggested, but 
‘*thought thereon” is, on the whole, preferable.—He 
wepi: Continued weeping. Matthew and Luke, 
‘*wept bitterly.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Getting Down.—/Pefer... 
(v. 54, Auth. Ver.). When the fellow who belongs 
with the Master gets down with the *‘ servants” there 
is sure to be trouble for somebody. The ‘‘ servants” 
don’t want him around. ‘ You get up there to the 
office where you belong,” 1 heard old Sam say to a 
clerk. It is a big thing that Peter was even in the 
kitchen. ‘Theother nine were somewhere on the run. 
But Peter, he of the ‘* yet will not I” (Mark ry: 29- 
31), of all men belonged where John was. Peter was 
only good in spots, like the rest of us. He was on 
the premises at any rate, if it was down stairs. The 
es for a disciple, however, is at the Master's side. 

hat was why he got into trouble. And you. Peter 
belonged, but he was companying with the enemy 
(2 Cor. 6:17). At Atlantic City you will see Peter 
any summer Sunday cutting the service at the Mas- 
ter’s side and riding the rollers (both water and wil- 
low). You hardly recognize the Sunday-school and 
prayer -speotag Peter in his Sunday short clothes and 

are limbs. Peter got his medicine and was straight- 
ened out a little later. There is hope for the sea- 
shore Peter also! 


sat with the servants 


Our Splendid Girls.— 7here cometh one of the maids 
(v. 66). *' There is always a woman at the bottom of 
man’s troubles” is an old saying. A painter fell off 
a ladder and was hurt. ‘‘ There,” said Mrs. Pepper, 
‘tis trouble without a woman.” But, alas! it devel- 
oped the painter had fallen because he turned to see 
a hobble skirt goby. A woman got Peter into trouble 
because a born observer was present. Our sisters 
then as now see more in a glance than we clumsy 
men see in a gaze. That is why they are in the 
church. She sizes up a man, she sizes upa situation, 
and she sizes up religion for all there isinit, and says . 
quickly, ‘‘ Religion for me.” She joins. Ask her 
why. ‘‘ Because,” is her reply. In all my travels it 
is rare to find a Godless business girl, whether tele- 
phone, stenographer, saleslady, or even waitress, 
chambermaid, scrubwoman, ‘These sharp-eyed and 
quick-witted women are coming more and more into 
business. I don’t know what is going to become of 
lots of you duil, cigarette muddled, ambitionless 
young ‘‘sports.” Who wants you around half doped 
when they can get a clear-eyed, truthful, honest, 
early to bed and a | to rise observant Christian 
girl? It wasn’t one of the clerks that detected Peter, 
but the telephone girl in the front office (Prov. 31: 
26, 30, 31). 


Our Roosters.— But he denied,... and the cock 
crew (v. 68), The easiest (looking) way out of mis- 
takes is the lying way. It is a nice, broad, smooth, 
gentle grade turnpike, and poor Peter struck right 
down it past the barnyard. We have alJl been down 
this devil's highway many a time (Matt. 7:13). And 
blessed were we when we had a cock-ee-doodle-do to 
warn us at the turns. Indeed, no man ever struck 
down that road without warning. Not thunders and 
lightnings, but cock-crows and commonplaces. The 
newspaper squib, the sermon, the word at home. 
The other day I saw it on the First Avenue billboard 
in a clothing advertisement. Two young men were 
pictured. One neatly dressed in the ‘ Jones’ clothes, 
the other slouchy. From ‘Jones’ man arrows went 
to a business office, a bag of gold, and an automobile. 
From poor Slouchy arrows went to a saloon, a pool- 
room, and acard-table. The poster was big enough 
to see a mile. The artist who designed it has been 
preaching in a great voice while he has been selling 
clothing. Every one of the thousands of mill men 
who trotted First Avenue had his warning. 


One of Us.—He began to curse, and to swear (v. 
71). Peter fisherman. ‘‘ Follow-me” Peter. ‘Trans- 
figuration and ‘three tabernacles” Peter. Geth- 
semane and ‘‘sleep on” Peter. ‘‘Afar off” Peter. 
Traitor Peter. Liar Peter. Foul-mouthed black- 
guard Peter. And this is the man Heaven selected 
to head Christ’s church on earth! Even so (Matt. 
16: 18, 19). And Peter made good, too. And the 
church has always been made up of just this every- 
day kind of faulty men. Thousands have made good 
and paid the price with their lives. When you begin 
to follow Christ it does not always mean you will be 
a good one inaday or two. The old ‘‘ fisher days” 
will stick to you a while, and the bad break may 
come. Probably never as bad a break as this Petrine 
one. If man had written this book this disgraceful 
incident would not be told. A breakdown is no sign 
ot worthlessness. As I write, the Pennsylvania Rail- 
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road has just had a terrible accident at Glenloch, near 
here. The bridge plate broke. The railroad is run- 
ning trains to-day better than ever, and is the same 
splendid road. ‘They have made that bridge stronger. 

od perfects his children like men perfect their rail- 
roads. Human stuff and steel, strong as they may 
be made, and good as they are, sometimes fail. Only 
a fool would condemn human stuff and steel (John 
8; 11). 


What the World Can’t Understand.— He wefi (v. 72). 
Here is the whole secret of the human Peter. And 
it is the secret of all real Christians. Peter was never 
any better man than he was at that very moment, 
at a moment when folks could have been calling him 
all the hard names I did in the preceding paragraph. 
It is the soul that cannot weep which is the hopeless, 
worthless soul that goes to the scrap-pile and the fur- 
nace. If you ever stand in the presence of a sin- 
cere soul weeping over a breakdown, you will stand 
there in awe and with a queer feeling as though in 
the presence of a —— I care not who you are, 
minister or policeman, It is because Heaven comes 
right down alongside of a man at that moment, and 
you are standing very near to heaven. You have 
only to swing back over your life to know this is true. 
At the very moment folks are saying, ‘‘ A man like 
Tom Nixon ought to be kicked out of church,” Tom 
Nixon is down on his face before Heaven with tears. 
Others of us lie, swear, betray, and are tearless. 
Dry Christians. Tom is crying, ‘‘God be merciful” 
(Luke 18: 10-14). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


While We Feed.— Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall (Golden Text). A man 
lying upon the grass noticed a little plant of sundew; 
presently a tiny fly alighted upon it, and tasted one 
of the tempting glands which grow upon the sun- 
dew. Suddenly three crimson-tipped, finger-like 
hairs bent over and touched its wings with a sticky 
touch, which held it fast. ‘The fly struggled in vain 
to get free, but the more it struggled the more hope- 
lessly it became besmeared. It still, however, pro- 
truded its tongue, feasting as it was, being more and 
more firmly held by other hairs, or tentacles, as they 
are called. When the captive was entirely at the 
mercy of the plant, the edges of the leaf folded in- 
wards, and looked like a closed fist. Two hours 
later the fly was an empty sucked skin, and the leaf 
was opening for another unwary visitor. So we 
often do not realize the danger of sin until it holds 
us bound.—From Dr. Crafts in The Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by Nellie Bushnell West, Hartford, 
Conn. 


Running to Stand.—Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall (Golden Text). The 
Raleigh Christian Advocate quotes from ‘ Alice in 
Wonderland” the truthful paradox that ‘‘ you have, 
torun as hard as you can to stay where you are.” 
It is certainly true that we will retrograde if we do 
not run. But we must run in the right direction, 
and ‘‘sorun that we may obtain.”—Sent dy Achsa 
L. McDowell, Tillsonburg, Ontario, Can. 


Following.—And Peter had followed him afar 
off (v. 54). A gentleman followed by a rough-look- 
ing dog got into a car in Edinburgh. The dog fol- 
lowed the car in the face of many obstacles. Soon 
after another dog came up bent on a quarrel ; aiter- 
ward, another yet more determined; then a third 
and a fourth. e took no notice, but continued to 
follow his master—only following and looking up. 
What a lesson he taught us! His one object was to 
follow his master, and this he did faithfully.—/rom 
The Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. 


A Mouth Cleanser.—He began to curse, and to 
swear (v.71). Dr. Lyall, a Presbyterian mission- 
ary in China, was asked by a woman, ‘‘ Give me some 
of your medicine for cleansing mouths.” She told 
the missionary that a neighbor of hers had been for 
a month in the mission hospital. ‘‘ Before she went 
there,” said the woman, ‘‘she would fling at you the 
foulest words if she were crossed in any way. Now 
there is never a coarse word on her lips. I want my 
mouth to be clean like hers.”"—From The Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
Eng. 


Peter’s Hope.—And Peter remembered the word 
which Jesus had said, Before the cock crow, thou 
shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept 
bitterly (Matt. 26 : 75).—When the Standard Oil* 
Company was trying to refine petroleum there was a 
Substance that they couldn’t dispose of. It was a 
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black, sticky substance, and they couldn’t bury it, 
couldn't burn it, because it made such a stench ; 
they couldn't run it in the river, because it killed the 
fish, so they offered a big reward to any chemist who 
would solve the problem. Chemists took it, and 
neither ate nor slept over the problem, and one day a 
chemist walked into the office of John D. Rockefeller, 
and laid down a pure white substance which we now 
know as paraffine. You can be as black as that sub- 
stance, and yet Jesus Christ can make you as white 
as snow.—From a sermon by Billy Sunday in The 
Tribune-Republican, Sent by Edward B. Bagby, 
Baltimore, Ma. 
b 


Oriental Lesson Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


WILL will smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
Shall be scattered abroad (vy. 27). The absolute 
confidence of the sheep in the shepherd, follow- 

ing at his heels even when led to the slaughter, 
makes them quite helpless and panic-stricken when 
deprived of his presence and guidance. When one 
of them is startled by a piece of falling rock and 
dashes forward, the whole flock is apt to scatter in 
different directions unless they see their protector 
and hear the familiar tones of his voice. 


This night, before the cock crow twice (v. 30). In 
Syria the sound of cock-crowing may be heard at any 
hour of the night, and when the challenge of one 
rooster is taken up by another in the neighborhood, 
it may be prolonged for beyond the patience-limit of 
the awakened listener. But in the villages the full 
chorus of cock-crowing is a little before sunrise, at 
the first approach of dawn. At such an hour, in a 
house situated on one of the cliffs around the base of 
which the village houses cluster, the sustained 
sound of crowing comes up like the platoon-firing 
of soldiers. 


The court of the high priest (v. 54). The court of 
an Oriental house is usually an open paved yard into 
which the doors of the house built around it open, so 
that one must come into it when passing from one 
room to another. This would account for the pres- 
ence of the house-maid in a gathering of men. 


Warming himself in the light of the fire (v. 54). 
Usually a brazier or low stand of iron, brass, or baked 
clay, on which charcoal has been placed and allowed 
to burn in a draught until the dangerous fumes have 
passed off and the pieces of black charcoal have be- 
come a red glow. 


He began to curse, and to swear (v.71). Not in 
the sense of exasperation at the charge or at her who 
made it, but in the Oriental way of sacred appeal and 
invoking punishment upon himself if he had any 
knowledge of such a person. It emphasized and en- 
forced his denial to preface it by such appeals as, 
‘* By the honor of my father,” ‘‘ By the life of God,” 
**In the name of Moses, the prophet,” etc. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
= % 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


tte palace of that Jewish high priest was centuries 
ago reduced to a heap of stones and rubbish. 
We cannot visit the very spot where Peter, sud- 
denly brought to the test, made his heart-breaking 
failure. But if we would have a sight of a character- 
istic oriental courtyard, to help us think of Peter’s ex- 
tg Sa in its natural setting,—that is easily possible. 
or instance, let us look out from the second story of 
a twentieth century inn at Tiberias, only a short walk 
from the shore of the lake of Galilee. It isa building 
where many American travelers lodge each year, 
while visiting the lake district. 

We look down into and across an open space a few 
rods wide, almost;wholly surrounded by the ram- 
bling buildings of the inn, A part of the space has 
been made into a garden where trees and flowering 
shrubs grow in the blazing sunshine. The lower 
story of the surrounding buildings is used for stables, 
store-rooms and the like. It has low doors and no 
windows at all. The upper rooms, used by guests, 
are reached by means of an out-of-door staircase lead- 
ing up from the courtyard to a sort of porch or colon- 
nade that forms the front of the second story. We 
can look between the pillars of the colonnade and sec 
where doors lead to the dining and sleeping rooms. 
‘The provision of glass windows here is exceptionally 
generous, because the needs of foreign travelers are 
considered. Many Oriental buildings have no glass. 
The colonnades are of almost exactly the same gen- 
eral kind that both Jewish and Gentile men of wealth 
and social importance used to enjoy nineteen hundred 
years ago. They were too expensive for common 
people. 

It was probably in a courtyard somewhat like this 
that Peter waited to learn the outcome of the first 
trial. He was one in a group of people, some palace 
servants, some men who had followed the soldiers 
and the Prisoner out of curiosity, just as people in 
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our own towns follow a policeman wondering what is 
going to be done with an offender, It is quite possi- 
ble that domestic fowls were kept in some lower-story 
room, where their noise would be plainly heard by 
those gathered about an open fire or a brazier of coals 
in the courtyard. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Inside the court of an 
Oriental Inn at Tiberias.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the stereo- 
raphs will be found a most practical help in making the 
esson-places read. Forty-eight places are being visited during 
1914. ‘lhe forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘I'welve places will be described with the lessons of this 
fourth quarter ; cost, $2.00. ‘The five for November cost 84 cents, 
Less than five in one order are 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Postage or express is prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs or stereoscopes. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 


From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father in heaven, 
with humility we come into thy presence to acknowledge 
how poorly we have followed thee. Many times we have 
followed afar off. We have gone into forbidden paths, 
Father, help us to be loyal to Jesus under all circumstances, 
While we pray for ourselves we would not forget those 
who ave having a hard time in their efforts to stay close to 


Jesus. Be with the blunderers, and with those who stray 
away. Bring us all safely to thyself. We ask: it in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 


ET us not be harsh in our judgment of Peter. He 
was very human. He was like a number of us. 
He was a mixture of good and bad. Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John would have been utter fail- 
ures as portrait painters. So would the other writers 
of the books of the Bible. ‘They painted the picture 
of a man just as he was. When Peter lost his grip 
and cursed and swore the writers told on him, 

He talked too much. Some of us do. He acted 
on his impulses. So do we. He cast himself over 
the side of the boat, and would have walked on the 
water to Jesus. He took out his sword, and started 
in to establish the kingdom of Jesus by killing a few 
pone who stood in the way. He allowed the old 
ife to get on | every nowand then. When he was 
a fisherman and a sailor he used to say things which 
would not be appropriate to say in the teaching of a 
Sunday-school class. He lost his grip, and expressed 
himself in the old Sea of Galilee style when he was 
too closely pressed as to his relationship to Jesus. 
He broke down when he was needed most, when all 
others, except John, had forsaken him and gone. 
He was easily discouraged. He went to sleep after 
oo had asked him to watch with him for one hour, 

e sat down in the palace of the high priest with the 
wrong crowd. He denied, with swearing and curses, 
that he had ever known Jesus. The fact is he simply 
played out. And thereby he gave to Dr. Noah Web- 
ster a word for his dictionary. Dr. Webster says 
that the etymology of the verb ‘‘ peter” is ‘‘ uncer- 
tain.” ny boy in a modern Sunday-school could 
have told him how it came into our language. 

But Peter was not altogether bad. He played out, 
but he played in again. That is better than remain- 
ing played out. e followed.afar off, but he fol- 
lowed, which is better than most of the others did. 
He loved his Lord with an intense devotion. He fell 
down, but he got upand made anewstart. His heart 
was tender and true. When he blundered headlong 
into sin, he wept because of it. He overcame the 
handicaps of the early days and made good. Dr. 
Webster says that ‘‘petering out” is American 
slang. In simple justice to Peter, servant of Jesus, 
we should coin another slang expression; namely, 
‘* petering in.” 


Wanoer Gatis' 


Kinston, N. C. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalin book “ Bible Songs.’’) 


“* Am | a soldier of the cross?” Psalm 8o : 1-7 
** I need Thee every hour.” (164 : 1-3). 
om ape Psalm 51 : 1-17 

In the hour of trial. , 

. (107 : I-4). 

‘* Jesus, and shall it ever be.”” Psalm 30 : 1-12 
** My soul, be on thy guard.”’ (62 : 1-4). 
‘**O Jesus, I have promised." Psalm 27 : 1-14 
“wc : Bi _ 9 (57 : 1-4) 

So let our lips and lives express."" pcalm 130 : 1-8 
** The Son of God goes forth to war."’ (281 : 1-5). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 
46. The Birds’ Breakfast Food 


HAT is this flower I have brought this 

morning? Why, you laugh at it. 

** An old, dead sunflower,’’ you call 

it. True the pretty yellow leaves that hung 

all around the outside have fallen off, but I 

know something that likes the sunflower best 
when it looks this way. Can you guess? 

As I was sitting at the breaktast table this 
morning I looked out of the window and 
wondered why there were so many sparrows 
in the back yard—on the fence and flying 
about everywhere. They had come to 
breakfast. And without being asked. 

And how they crowded around the table 
and fought for places! Sparrows aren’t a 
bit polite! But then they were very hungry 
and the breakfast was so good to them, 

What was the table? A dried-up sun- 
flower bush against the back fence. On it 
were half a dozen dishes of breakfast food. 
This was one of the dishes, but it is nearly 
empty now, for the birds pecked out all the 
seeds before they flew away. Aren’t we 
glad there were a lot of seeds in it for them. 

All summer long this grew, first making 
itself into a bright, happy-looking flower for 
us to look at while we ate our breakfasts 
those warm mornings, while all the time it 
was forming the seeds down in the bottom of 
those tiny tubes to be ready for the birds this 
wintry day, ? 

We know a song about sparrows, don’t 
we? As we sing it let us be thinking how 
nice it is for the birds to have a loving 
Heavenly Father to care for them, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
N OTE.—To-day’s story about Jesus and 


Pilate is the third in a series of five 

lessons connected with the arrest, 
trial, and crucifixion of Jesus, The World’s 
Temperance Lesson made a break in the 
series, but may be used in the review or in- 
troduction, because so many people boast 
that they can use tobacco and liquor, or 
leave them alone. Before they realize it 
the habit holds them tight, and they cannot 
give it up. ‘‘Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall,’’ for ‘* What- 
soever a man. soweth, that shall he also 
reap.’’ 

Lesson Teaching.—lIt is hard to be always 
brave and true, 

Introduction. —One time the disciples of 
Jesus said to him, ‘* Lord, teach us to pray.’’ 
Jesus repeated to them the Lord’s Prayer, 
and they must have said it with Jesus many 
times. One part of the prayer is this: 
‘Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil’’ (Luke 11; 1-4). It seemed 
easy to be good when Jesus was near, but 
he knew that sometimes his disciples would 
find it very hard to do right, if temptation 
came suddenly, 

They all promised to be faithful to Jesus. 
What did Judas do, when he was offered 
thirty pieces of money and tempted to tell 
the fault-finders where to go to arrest Jesus? 

Review.—Tiat very night in the upper room 
Jesus said to his disciples, I must suffer many 
things, and you will all be frightened and 
scattered, Peter said, Not I,—I will never 
leave you. They all promised to be true 
friends of Jesus. Because Peter boasted 
more than the others, — said to him, Be 
careful what you say, Peter, for to-night, be- 
fore the rooster, or cock, crows twice toward 
daylight, you will deny me three times and 
say that you do not know me. Peter said, I 
will die first; if all the others leave you, yet 
will not I. 

Later that night, in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, Jesus asked Peter and two other 
disciples to watch for an hour, while he 
prayed. Three times Jesus came and found 
them asleep. Peter was not as brave as he 
thought he would be. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—When Jesus 
was arrested, Peter was very boastful and 
brave, but when Jesus was bound and led 
away for trial at the high priest’s house, all 
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the disciples were frightened and ran away, 
Peter among them, Not one stayed with 
Jesus to comfort him or to say a good word 
for him. 

After the crowd had started to the high 
priest’s house, Peter followed a long way 
off. At last he hung around the door, to 
watch what would happen and to hear what 
was said. Some officers and servants were 
gathered around a little fire in the court- 
yard, It was chilly in the night air, so Peter 
joined them, pretending that he wanted to 
warm himself, but really he wanted to hear 
what they said about Jesus, They could 
hear part of the unfair trial of Jesus. 

One of the maids who passed near the fire 
stopped and looked right at Peter. Then 
she said, You were one of the men with 
Jesus. Peter said, I don’t know him and 
don’t understand what you mean, Then he 
moved away from the fire and walked to the 
—— Daylight was just beginning and 

eter heard a rooster crow. Another maid 
said to those near by, This man was with 
Jesus. Peter said, I was not, 

About an hour later some of the men said, 
Surely you are one of Jesus’ followers, for 
you are a Galilean, and we can tell by your 
talk, One man said to Peter, Didn’t I see 
you in the Garden with Jesus? Peter was 
so angry that he cursed and swore as he said, 
Ido not know this man, Jesus. Just then 
the rooster crowed again, 

Jesus turned and looked at Peter. Then 
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: Be- 
fore the cock crows twice you will deny me 
three times. Peter felt sorry right away, 
and went out and wept bitterly, It had 
been a hard temptation, and Peter hadn’t 
been strong enough to stand the trial. He 
should have remembered—‘‘ Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.’’ 

After the Story.—Some city boys, about 
your size, went to visit their cousins in the 
country. They told of the tall buildings and 
crowded streets and said, You country boys 
would be scared to cross our streets, but we 
are not afraid of anything. Next morning, 
as they were playing in the country road, a 
lot of cows came along, driven by two farm- 
ers on horseback. Some were running, 
some mooing, and when the city boys saw 
them, how they did scamper to climb the 
fence, into the field near by. Then the 
country boys laughed at them, because they 
had boasted of never being afraid. 

Hand-work,—Let each child copy : I want 
to be brave to do right. 


CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


WO things stood out prominently in our 
study of Peter; first his new name, 
Cephas, and its meaning (John I : 41, 

42); second, his new business, a fisher of 
men (Matt. 4: 18-20). That is, Peter was 
to become a strong Christian—in firmness like 
a rock—and learn how to bring people to be- 
lieve in Jesus by following Jesus. ‘he girls 
found Peter to be impulsive, a man of faith, 
interfering or ‘*bossy,’’ unfaithful, warm- 
hearted, self-confident, brave, cowardly and 
humble. These contradictory traits puzzled 
us until we remembered that we were not al- 
ways brave, nor faithful, nor modest in our 
claims, Indeed Peter seemed like an old 
friend. The girls concluded that Peter 
needed a lot of changing if he was to become 
like a rock, 

What had been Peter’s occupation? To 
what new business did Jesus call him? How 
was he to learn it? Peter had to stay with 
Jesus and be willing to learn in order to be- 
come a strong and stable character, and a 
fisher of men. This is the great plan Jesus 
had marked out for Peter’s life, and we know 
that it was carried through, but on one occa- 
sion Peter made a great failure. Can any 
good come from failing? Let the girls tell 
of failures they have made and the lessons 
they have learned from them. 

1. Peter Away from Jesus.—After Jesus 
had instituted the Lord’s Supper, you remem- 
ber that he comforted his disciples by explain- 
ing why he was going away and telling them 
of the future. What were some of the things 
he said ? (John 14:17). Although he told them 
of had trials they were to suffer for his sake, 
yet there were so many blessings coming to 
them, and they were to be so wonderfully 
used to bring others to accept Jesus, that they 
were helped and uplifted. How did Peter 
talk that night on the way to Gethsemane? 





How did Jesus warn him? Whom was Peter 
trusting? Show that Peter’s self-confidence 
led to all the trouble that followed: neglect 
of watchfulness and prayer, whereby he would 
have been strengthened for the test that was 
coming, dependence upon his sword, and the 
fear that made him run away. What is the 
Golden Text? Peter’s intentions were good 
but he did not realize his own weakness, 

The most self-confident person I have ever 
seen was a small boy who had just learned to 
walk and was out for an airing with his 
nurse. He would not take her hand, but 
started off in the most independent manner, 
only to come ignominiously to the ground, 
after about six steps, ‘This startled him a 
bit, but did not at all discourage him, and it 
was not until he got a hard bump that he 
was willing to be helped. 

When they led Jesus away where was 
Peter? (Mark 14: 54.) There was not only 
distance, but the sin of desertion also, be- 
tween Peter and Jesus. ‘To-day there is no 
distance of feet or miles ; any one anywhere 
can follow Jesus now, but how do some fol- 
low ‘‘afar off??? What things come be- 
tween? 

How does Peter get inside the gate of the 
palace? (John 18: 15, 16.) The other dis- 
ciple was probably John; where did he go? 
Peter stayed outside with the crowd and pre- 
tended he was one of them. He wanted to 
see the end. Bring out the details of the 
denials, Is it possible that this is the man 
who vowed to die with Jesus if need be? 

Let us not condemn Peter too severely; 
we have much in common, Here is a girl 
who loves Jesus, but thinks she is able to 
live right herself. Feeling no special need, 
she neglects prayer, and finds herself telling 
something that is not quite true, It makes 
her uncomfortable, but it is such a little 
thing that she is not going to bother about it. 
She does not feel like reading her Bible and 
praying, and goes out to have a good time 
with the girls. If she is not careful she will 
get as far from Jesus as the college girl did 
who wrote to her Sunday-school teacher as 
follows: ‘‘I have not told them here that I 
am a Christian, and I am not going to join 
the Young Woman’s Christian Association, 
nor say anything about the matter at all.’’ 
What do you call that ? 

2. Peter Again with Jesus.—Bring out the 
facts concerning Peter’s repentance in the les- 
son andin Luke 23:61. Jesus’ love and 
forgiveness shown by his appearing to Peter 
after the resurrection (1 Cor, 15:5). Peter’s 
confession of Jesus (John 21 ; 15-17). 

If we are away let us get right back, as 
the college girl did. 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Snggestions for the Teacher 

With the sand-map locate the castle of 
Antonia*on Mt. Moriah, north of the temple, 
and Herod’s palace on Mt. Zion, 
Home-Work for the Girls 

Read Matthew 27 : 11-31 ; Luke 23 : 1-25. 

Before. what governor was Jesus taken? 

What one question did Jesus answer ? 

What accusation did the Jews bring against 
him? 

To what ruler did Pilate send him? 

What noted prisoner was released in Jesus’ 
stead ? 

What did the people do with Jesus? 

What are you doing with Jesus? 

Moopy CHURCH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


T OUR class meeting Friday night we 
got most of our answers out of the 
Bible. Teacher showed us how to find 

in the margin the references to other verses 
on the same subject. It’s like that game 
where you follow a string all over the house 
till you find what you are hunting for at the 


end of it. You can learn that way about all 
there is in the Bible. But it’s a long job 
sometimes, 


Sunday morning teacher began right away 
on the home questions. 

Bumps was first, about who followed Jesus 
to his trial. He said two of the apostles went 
along. John was acquainted at the high 
priest’s house and went right in. Peter 
didn’t feel enough at home to do that, but 
he followed along behind the crowd, and 
hung around in the yard to see how the trial 
would come out. 

Carl had to tell what kind of place it was 
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where Peter waited. He explained that it 
was a kind of yard in the middle of the house, 
with rooms all around it, He drew a sort of 
diagram of it on the board, and said houses 
are still built that way in Bible countries, 

Teacher said that was a good explanation, 
and handed Carl the stereoscope and picture 1 
to show the rest of us. Sure enough, there 
was the courtyard, with the house built 
around it, 

** Why did the servants charge Peter with 
being a disciple ?’’ teacher asked Bulldog. 

‘* Why, they could tell from his brogue 
that he was from Galilee,’’ answered Bull- 
dog, ‘‘and some of them had seen him with 
Jesus in the garden, and I guess they just 
wanted to scare him.”’ 

Teacher agreed that that was about it, and 
that lots of times when men laugh at Chris- 
tian boys and try to get them to do wrong, 
they do it just to be teasing, and don’t mean 
it at all, 

Skinny had the hardest question, ‘* Why 
did Peter deny Christ ?”’ 

‘*Guess he was just scared,’’? ventured 
Skinny. ‘Seeing Jesus arrested and not 
being able to do anything about it kind of 
got his goat.’’ 

** But Peter had always been the bravest 
one in the group,’’ objected teacher. 

We didn’t know what to say to that. So 
he had us look up, in Mark 14 : 38, where 
Jesus said to them in the garden, ** Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation,’’ 
and he says the strongest Christians will 
surely fall into wrong-doing if they stop 
watching and praying. 

My question was what Peter ought to have 
done. I told him I thought Peter ought to 
have gone right in with Jesus like John did, 
and if they asked him was he a disciple, just 
tell them he was. They wouldn’t have 
touched him. 

Teacher said he believed that was so, and 
he put on the blackboard : 





COURAGE 
IS SAFER THAN 


COWARDICE 











‘*But suppose it hadn’t been safe,’’ he 
went on, ‘* Peter ought to have stood up 
for his Master, anyway. It would have been 
better to have died for Christ than to have 
denied him.’’ 

He told about the Boxer uprising in China, 
and how lots of the native Christians would- 
n’t deny Christ even in the face of death. 
He thinks that’s one reason Christianity is 
spreading so fast in China now, 

Bert explained how Jesus warned Peter in 
the upper room about this very thing, but 
Peter just turned the warning off with a 
boast. Then teacher had us repeat the 
Golden Text three times: ‘* Let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.’’ 

Fred told about the rooster crowing and 
making Peter realize that he had done just 
like Jesus said he would, and about his feel- 
ing so bad over it. 

Teacher said it was a good thing he re- 
pented. It was the only thing to do; but 
the best way is to let Jesus keep us from 
falling at all, ' 

We talked about some ways we could deny 
Christ, —by doing things to dishonor him, by 
keeping still when we ouglit to own him, etc, 

Teacher showed one of those little buttons 
like the men’s class wear,—with a red rim 
around a white center, you know. He said 
that for a man to wear that button was one 
way of confessing Christ, and that in a few 
years we would be wearing it. 

He told a story about one young fellow 
who was in a rough crowd, and hid his button 
in his pocket for fear some one would ask 
him what it meant. But another young man 
wore his every day in the factory where he 
worked, and it helped him lead three others 
to Christ. 

**T wish we could wear buttons now,’’ 
spoke up Bumps. 

** Good,’’ exclaimed teacher; ‘‘ I was wish- 
ing somebody would say that. There is a 
button for Intermediates, and the rim is true 
blue, the way its wearers must be.’’ 

And, sir, he pulled a whole handful of them 
out of his pocket and pinned one on each of 
us, telling us to wear it for Christ and never 
to deny him. 

Our questions for next time are : Who was 
Pilate? Why was Jesus taken before Pilate ? 





1 See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 665 in 
this issue 

















LESSON FOR NOV. 15 (Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72) 


What did the Jews charge Jesus with before 
Pilate? Why did Jesus not answer their 
charges? How did Pilate to shift the 
responsibility? What ought Pilate to have 
done? How has Jesus’ blood been upon 
the Jews? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


At the week-night meeting the boys learn 
about Bible marginal references, 


J. Beginning. 
1. Who followed Jesus to his trial ? 
2. Why did John go into the palace ? 
3. Where did Peter stay ? 
4. What kind of place was the courtyard ? 
(stereograph and blackboard diagram. ) 





II. Courage vs. Cowardice. 
1. Why did the servants charge Peter with 
being a disciple ? 
2. we did Peter deny Jesus? (Mark 14 : 
3- What ought Peter to have done? (black- 
board, story of Boxer martyrs. ) 
4. When had Jesus warned Peter against 
this ? (Golden Text.) 
Il, True WWinewing. 
1. What called Peter to repentance ? 
2. What is better than repentance ? 
3. How might we deny Christ ? 
4. How may we confess him ? (Adult but- 
ton, story about buttons, presenting 
boys with Intermediate buttons. ) 


West Terre Haute, IND. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





A Disciple’s Denial 


T MIGHT seem incredible that one so 
closely associated with Jesus Christ as 
Peter should deny his Master, and yet 

it is true, and the present lesson is the sad 
and solemn record (Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 
66-72). See also parallel passages in refer- 
ences and harmonies. Stevens and Burton’s 
‘Harmony of the Gospels,’’ Section 138 
(Scribners, $1); Riddle’s ‘*Outline Har- 
mony of the Gospels,’’ Section 146 (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 10 cents and 25 cents); 
Croscup’s ‘* Historical Charts,’’ Section 
161 (The Sunday School Times Co., $1); 
Stirling’s ‘* Atlas of the Life of Christ,’’ 
page 26, No. 49 (Revell, 40 cents); Voll- 
mer’s ‘*Modern Student’s Life of Christ,’’ 
Pp. 244, 245, 248, 249 (Revell, $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 27, 28. See Mat- 
thew 26 : 31-35; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 13: 
36-38. Very plainly Christ announces that 
the disciples would be *‘ caused to stumble ”’ 
on his account. The trouble would doubt- 
less be due to lack of courage, based on lack 
of faith, The quotation is from Zechariah 
13:7, specially applied here, though it is 
noteworthy that the previous verse of that 
prophecy refers to being ‘* wounded in the 
house of my friends.”” The shepherd who 
speaks here is not so much concerned about 
his own desolation as for his weak and help- 
less sheep scattered among wolves. ‘The 
promise to go before them after the resur- 
rection seems to keep up the idea of the 
shepherd going before his flock (John 10: 
4; Matt. 28:10). Galilee was the land of 
special and prolonged service during the 
earthly ministry. 


Tuesday.—Read verses 29-31. With char- 
acteristic impulsiveness Peter asserts that at 
any rate he will not be ‘‘ offended ’’ even if 
every one else is. He was particularly fond 
of comparing himself with the other disciples, 
as our Lord’s words on his restoration, 
‘*more than these’? (John 21 : 15), clearly 
show. But Christ tells him frankly ‘of the 
denial. The word ‘‘twice” is peculiar to 
Mark, perhaps referring to the beginning 
and close of the watch known as ‘‘ cock- 
crow’’ (midnight to 3 A. M. See chap. 
13 : 35). Generally, ‘*cockcrow’’ would 
he daybreak, The versions of this conver- 
sation in Luke and John should be specially 
noted, Christ’s perfect knowledge is also 
to be observed. He foresaw, and fore- 
warned his impulsive disciple. In the orig- 
inal the emphatic ‘* thou’ is contrasted with 
the equally emphatic ‘*1” of verse 29. The 
strong denial of Peter is endorsed by ‘the 
other disciples, who ‘*kept on saying’’ (v. 
31, Greek) what he had said. Peter’s pas- 
sionate nature was not even silenced by 
Christ’s warning. 

Wednesday.—Read verses 53, 54. See 
Matthew 26: 57, 58; Luke 22: 54, 55. 
The high priest, as already seen, was Caia- 
phas, and the irregular assembly at night 
would be held in the high priest’s house, 
and not in the usual hall in the buildings of 
the temple. The court would probably be 
the open space around which the palace was 
built. This section is preparatory to verses 
66-72. 

Thursday.—Read verses 66-68. See Mat- 
thew 26 : 69, 70; Luke 22: 55-57. Inthe 
study of the denial we must not forget that 
Peter and John were the only disciples who 
turned back from flight (v. 50). This nearness 





to his Master meant real danger to himself. 
The four accounts agree in a threefold denial 
but differ in details. A very helpful book in 
which the various accounts are interweaved 
is ‘**A Gospel Monogram,’’ by Sir W. J. 
Herschel (Gorham, $2 net). The palace 
would be that of the hight priest (v. 54), and 
Peter would doubtless be seen in the fire- 
light. The blank denial (v. 68) is astonish- 
ing in the light of what he had experienced 
of Jesus Christ. After this he seems to go 
away into a place where he would not be so 
easily detected. 


Friday.—Read verses 69, 70. See Mat- 
thew 26: 71, 723; Luke 22:58. According 
to Matthew and Luke it was another maid 
who challenged Peter for the second time. 
and on this occasion reference was made to 
the Galilean dialect which Peter would use. 
The second denial was even worse than the 
first, because now he took an oath (Matt, 
26 : 72) that he did not know Jesus Christ. 
It is worth while observing the two things 
by which they said they knew Peter: 1. Ilis 
association with Jesus, 2. Ilis connection 
with the followers of Jesus. These two were 
the proofs of discipleship. A Christian is 
one who is united to Christ, and also to 
other Christians. This twofold test of Chris- 
tianity is very simple, but quite conclusive. 
We are to be with Christ and with Chris- 
tians. Two tests, therefore, are, What is 
Christ to me? and What are Christians to 
me? 


Saturday.—Read verses 71, 72. See Mat- 
thew 26: 73-75; Luke 22 : 59-62; John 
18 : 15-18, 25-27. A third denial, and still 
worse, It is thought that Peter did not first 
fall into profane swearing, but solemnly in- 
voked God’s curse upon himself if he were 
speaking falsely. In his evil surroundings 
Peter was an easy prey to those who endeav- 
ored to break down hisfallegiance. Perhaps 
in the early morning he was cold, exhausted, 
and sleepy, and he may have been glad to 
remain by the fire while the trial was going 
on, but the woman’s sharp eye and curiosity 
led to the trouble. It is striking that while 
Peter fell when staying among the enemies 
of Jesus, John went straight in and remained 
unmolested. If only he had acknowledged 
his discipleship at the first he would proba- 
bly have been left alone. One sin frequently 
leads to a greater, and apparently the people 
saw his fear and endeavored to make sport 
of him. 

We owe a great deal to our surroundings. 
Duty is easy when every one agrees with us, 
but when we are alone there is risk, and we 
are liable to quail even before a servant girl. 
Hardships are therefore often helpful. Some- 
times the greater the comfort the greater the 
danger. Impulsiveness was characteristic of 
Peter, and when the cock crew the whole of 
his Master’s reminder flashed before his 
vision, and he went out with bitter repent- 
ance. Luke gives the beautiful touch which 
led to this repentance, ‘* The Lord turned 
and looked on Peter ”’ as he was passing from 
the earlier trial to the later. ‘The look of 
Jesus Christ brought everything back. It 
was a look of sorrow and yet of love, re- 
minding the erring disciple that the Master 
was just the same. 


Sunday.—Read the whole story, and then 
ask what was the cause of the denial. It is 
usually attributed to cowardice, and yet few 
men were more courageous. In his anxiety 
to see the etfd he came back at once from 
flight, and although we blame him for stand- 
ing afar off, yet there were other disciples 
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who did not come back at all. Others think 
that the fall was due to self-confidence. He 
certainly had shown this impulsive trust in 
self on several occasions during his life with 
esus. And yet we must go still deeper. 
oo had spoken of his ‘faith ’’ not failing, 
and there seems no doubt that at the root of 
the trouble was his failure to continue trust- 
ing in the Messiahship and power of his 
Master. It was not his courage, or his self- 
confidence, but his faith that failed, faith in 
Jesus Christ. When, after all the miracles 
of power, he saw his Master bound and a 
prisoner his faith was staggered. But in 
answer to the prayer of the Lord it did not 
fall out entirely, and the loving, earnest look 
brought him back to loyalty. Thus Jesus 
did not misunderstand him, He knew his 
worth, realized the fierce struggle that would 
take place around him. The other disciples 
fell even lower than Peter, for they were all 
self-confident in their assertion that they 
would not deny, yet they never came back 
after the flight. 

It was this that made Christ say to Peter, 
‘¢ When thou art converted strengthen thy 
brethren.’’ They could not be better than 
he was or our Lord would not have told 
Peter to strengthen them. 
all this story special study should be made of 
Luke 22 : 31, 32, where we have two great 
truths: 1. The Christian’s great foe (v. 31). 
Superhuman intelligence and skill intensely 
real, continually active, and deeply malig- 
nant: ‘*Satan earnestly asked for you to 
sift you.’? We see from this what Satan 
thought of Peter in his desire to test, toss 
him about, and shake out his faith in his 
Master. 2. The Christian’s greater Friend 
(v. 32). Tle has perfect knowledge, under- 
standing both the foe and us. He has per- 
fect power as he prays for us; he has per- 
fect love as he foresees and forewarns, Thus 
if we occupy ourselves with our Friend we 
need have no trouble about the foe, but say 
with confidence, ‘‘I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me.’’ 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The Personality and Power of Satan. 
Careful study is necessary of all the Bible 
passages from Genesis 3 to theend. Nothing 
is clearer in the Bible than the revelation of 
Satan as the original source of all sin. Sev- 
eaal useful books are available, one of the 
best being ‘* Satan,’’ by L. S. Chafer (Gospel 
Publishing Co., 75 cents net). Further con- 
siderations on ‘‘ Temptation ’’ have already 
appeared in connection with Lesson 3. 

2. The Difference Between Repentance 
and Remorse. It is significant that the same 
word is used of Peter and of Judas, and yet 
there was a profound difference. Repent- 
ance is expressed in two words in the orig- 
inal, one meaning a change of mind and the 
other a change of feeling. It thus includes 
thought and feeling, but it also involves and 
is expressed in action. One of the best defi- 
nitions of repentance is found in the Book of 
Common Prayer: ‘* Repentance: whereby 
we forsake sin.’? Thus, while there was 
sorrow in Judas there does not seem to have 


been anything in the form of an effort to re- | 


pair the wrong and to do the right. Peter’s 
repentance was shown in his thought and his 
feeling, and also his action subsequent to 
the resurrection, 

3. The Reinstatement of Peter Should be 
Noted, First there was a private interview 
after the resurrection, as suggested by the 
exquisite touch, ‘Tell ... Peter’? (Mark 
16: 7). ‘Then came the public renewal 
three times over, just ashe had denied (see 
John 21: 15-17). The great requirement 
was love, and Peter no longer rashly and 
boldly claimed to be the first of all the disci- 
ples in his devotion to Christ (John 21 : 15). 
Faith and courage thus restored were soon 
seen in his boldness on the day of Pentecost, 
and on subsequent occasions (Acts 2: 4, 
etc). 

4. The Peter of the Epistles is a beautiful 
illustration of the outcome of divine grace in 
the life, character, and service of the restored 
apostle, 
Peter we cannot help seeing two special fea- 
tures. (1) Tender sensitiveness in regard 
to evil ; (2) unflinching courage in the face 
of difficulties. 


WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
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Have you Croscup’s ** Historical Charts of 
the Lifeand Ministry of Christ’’? Jt will be 
sent ‘‘on approval’ tf vou wish, from The 
Sunday School Times Company ; 
be ordered for $1, postpaid. 





Remove the Cause 


of 
INSOMNIA 


When you feel weak, tired 
out, or unrefreshed by sleep or 
when your appetite and diges- 
tion are poor, you will find an 
invaluable tonic in 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 
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Running through the writings of | 


or it may | 
JOHN J. HOOD CO. Mit aichst ss 


To Pastors, Superintendents or Committees. Free 
samples will be sent if you ask for them Mention 
| this publication. 

Star of the King 

Christmas Classics No.3 } Price 5c. each, 55c. 

Heavenly Story dozen, $4.25 hun- 

Promised Redeemer dred postpaid, $4.00 

Gloria in Excelsis hundred not 

Realms of Light postpaid 

Gates of Glory 

Special Offer : Send 15¢ and receive 7 new services 

worth 35¢ 
NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATAS 

Santa Claus and his T@ys. Music by J Lincoln 
Hall Words by Bertha FE. Bush ‘ 

The Christmas Plum Pudding. Music by C Aus- 
tin Miles Words by Dunbar Johnston _ 

25c. each Examination Copies Free 
(to be returned or paid for) 

The Christmas Helper No. 2 (Ex and Recita- 
_tions), 10¢c. the copy. 

New Soprano or Tenor Solo, O Golden Gates of 
Glory, by Russell Hancock Miles, 50c. (Special 
10c. copy to introduce.) 

SONG STORY FOR READER AND CHORUS 

The Traveler, by Elsie Duncan Yale and Dr Adam 
Geibel 15¢. each Special price for quantity 


HALL-MACK CO. 1018-20 Arch St. 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. f Philadelphia 
F.E.Hathaway(Western Agt.),425 Wabash Ave. ,Chicago, lil. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
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ing two services: 
= SuRISTMASTIOR PROCLAIMS.”’’ 
** THE HERALD STAR.”’ 

Also Cantata: 
** 20th CENTURY SANTA.”’ 
And our 112-page Holiday Catalogue with il- 
lustrated Circulars of Xmas Collection Devices 
and Church Calendars. 
OUR HOLIDAY CATALOGUE (112 pages) 
FREE ON REQUEST 


MacCalla & Company, Inc., *2,5°°%S*- 

















cartaze® FOR XMAS 
SERVICES 

We have an unusual assortment of new material te 
offer this season 
RETURNABLE copies of cantatas will be sent for 
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FREE SAMPLES of Services sent on request te 
Pastors, Superintendents or Chairmen of Mu- 
| sic Committees mentioning this publication and 

stating denomination 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 W. 36th Street 14 W. Washington St. 
New York Chicago 


CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 


If vou favor ‘‘a white Christmas’ program 
get THE GIFT DIVINE, a service of fine, new 
music and recitations carrying out this idea 
5 cents. Sample sent on approval. 

If it isa beautiful, cultural Santa Claus Can- 
tata with orchestration you wani, THE CHRIST- 
MAS SPIRIT will please you. 25 cents, Ask 
for a returnable sample copy. 

For whatever you may want in the way of 
| music or plavs for Christmas get the NEW 
| FILLMORE CATALOG, Sent free. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE bifcFit i’ 
LORENZ’S CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


FREE {in packet, rich in sample pages of the music 











in our 4 new services, in our new Scrip- 
tural and Santa Claus cantatas, etc. 
will bring you a complete copy, regular edi- 
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* (cantata sample pages, etc. (Stamps accepted.) 
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# OREN New York, Chicago, 
Publishing Co. and Dayton, Ohio 
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Inside Tsingtau 


There is a man who knows probably 
more than any one else in America about 
the outlook tor T’singtau as it affects 
Germany, China, Japan, and Christian 
missions. He has lived for years in the 
city that is now the Asiatic center of the 
world-war. He is in America to-day. 
He has written for ‘The Sunday School 
Times ‘The Startling Inside Story of 
Tsingtau,” which will soon be published, 
with illustrations. His story amazes, 
thrills, shocks, convinces. He has writ- 
ten also a terrible account of what twen- 
tieth century fightingis, When sending 
one of his manuscripts to the Times he 
said, ‘Cut out what you want to, but 
keep the spinal column of war repul- 
siveness.” Readers will find that the 
spinal column is there. 


What the War Means to Me 
By Billy Sunday 


The great evangelist will speak out 
what is on his heart as his thoughts turn 
from the incessant warfare into which 
he has been called, to the work of his 
worst Enemy acrosgthe sea. 


May This War Mark the End ? 


Is it Armageddon? Some people 
vaguely think it is. ‘There is no need 
to be uncertain. The Bible answers 
decisively. Four skilled Bible teachers 
have written on this question. Articles 
by Dr. Scofield and Professor Griffith 
‘Thomas appeared in the War Number 
of October 17. Mr. Frost's discussion is 
given on page 661 of this issue, and the 
fourth article, by A. C. Gaebelein, Edi- 
tor of ‘‘Our Hope,” will appear in, an 
early issue, 

World’s Sunday-schools in 
the Crisis 
By Frank L. Brown 

The war comes at the time of the 
greatest Sunday-school advance in his- 
tory. Mr. Brown gave stirring facts in his 
article inthe War Number of October 17. 


What This War May Mean 
to the Jews 
By David Baron 


As the head of a great London mission 
to Jews Mr. Baron, himself a Christian 
Jew, has been brought into touch with 
the Jews of the whole world as perhaps 
no other man living. His opinion on the 
relation of the War to God’s Chosen 
People should be one of the most sig- 
nificant documents of this crisis. 


Our Lord’s Return a Practical 
Matter 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


An understanding of God's teachings 
on the Return of Christ has an imme- 
diate bearing on everyday lite and 
duties. The Editor of The Sunday 
School Times will give some leaves out 
of his personal experience. 


How We Do the Work of the 
Red Cross 


By Mabel Thorp Boardman, 


Miss Boardman is Chairman of the 
American Red Cross National Relief 
Board, and has been decorated by the 
King of Sweden, by Italy, and by the 
Emperor of Japan. 


A Thanksgiving Prayer in 
Time of War 


By Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Gordon 


A personal letter from Mr. Gordon 
says, ‘‘ These are very solemn times. 
One cannot avoid the conviction that 
tremendous events are impending.” Mr, 
and Mrs. Gordon have suggested a prayer 
for this crisis time which will be pub- 
lished in the Thanksgiving uumber of 
next week. 


Shall We Stop Seeking 
World Peace? 


By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 


We are told in God's Word that there 
will be no final end of wars until our Lord 
returns. ‘Then are all peace efforts 
wasted ? Professor Erdman of Prince- 
ton will answer. 


Studying the Second Coming 
for Yourself 
By James M. Gray, D.D. 


The Dean of the Moody Bible Institute 
will show you how to go straight to the 
Bible and dig out for yourself what you 
need to know about our Lord’s return. 


What War Means to Women 
By the Widow of General Pick: tt 


Fifty-one years ago last Fourtt of 
July a Southern girl was riding an old 
family mule to the post-office tor news 
of her Soldier, who was fighting up in 
Pennsylvania, at a place called Gettys- 
burg. That soldier was General Pickett. 
Mrs. LaSalle Corbell Pickett tells the 
story of that Fourth, as she gives us 
glimpses of what the Great War of to- 
day 1s heaning to the women of Europe. 


The War’s Challenge to Missions 
By Robert E. Speer 


What the people of Europe ‘freely 
yield to their lords of war and death 
shall not Christians give with joy to 
their Lord of Life and Peace”? were 
words that closed Dr. Speer’s thrilling 
appeal to Christian men and women, in 
the War Number of October 17. 


Six Simple Studies in Prophecy 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 

The Editor of the wonderful Scofield 

Reference Bible is going to show the 1n- | 


expert some of the simple, fundamental | 
facts in Bible prophecy. 





AVE you friends that are interested in this all-absorbing topic 
of the day? Will you not suggest their subscribing for The 


Sunday School Times? 


over a period of several months. 


dient, as the supply of the preceding issues of this War Series is 


rapidly diminishing. 


YOUR OPPORTUNITY 


If there is not a subscriber's club in your school, why not organize 
one now, and avail yourself of 
Teacher’s Equipment Library Free? We shall gladly send you as 
many specimen copies of one issue of The Sunday School Times as 
you may need to aid you in this work. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


With all new yearly subscriptions 
received in answer to this announcement we will include, upon 
request, the preceding issues of the Notable War Series without 
charge, as long as the supply lasts. 
on ‘‘ The Collapse of Civilization” 
which will be sent free with these back numbers. 
markable series of articles by such world-ledders worth far more 
than the price of a year's subscription? These articles will extend 


The much talked of editorial 
has been reprinted in a pamphlet, 
Is not this re- 


An immediate decision is expe- 


the opportunity to Secure Our 


Ask for the issue of November 7. 





Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


I am quite unable to secure helpers, yet I 
know the need of a Home Department in our 
school, and feel sure that | could secure a num- 
ber of members. Do vou knowof a successful 
Home Department carried on by one person ? 


T IS best to have a Visitor for every group 
of fifteen or twenty members, but if help- 
ers are not available the work may be 

done by one worker. One of the largest 
Home Departments in Illinois is wholly 
conducted by one consecrated woman. A 
few months ago Mrs, Charles Craig, Rock- 
ford, Ill., was asked by the writer for a brief 
account of her work, Her reply follows, and 
her words should inspire many workers : 

‘¢In telling something about my Home 
Department—how I succeeded in building 
up and maintaining it—I must go back to 
the beginning. 

**Seventeen years ago, while I sat in a 
Sunday-school convention, listening to Miss 
Wilson, of Marengo, IIL, telling of her ex- 
perience in Home Department work, I heard 
a voice say to me, ‘There is a work for 
you.’ I felt so impressed that I knew it was 
God who spoke to me, and I never have 
gotten away from that, I count this work 
the greatest privilege of my life. 

‘*T have now five hundred and fifty-six 
members. No matter how many die or move 
away, or join the main Sunday-school, I still 
keep up the membership. It is steady, per- 
severing, hand-to-hand and heart-to-heart 
work, overcoming difficulties with the assur- 
ance that the work is the Lord’s, and he is 
working with me. 

‘*Our cottage prayer-meeting in connec- 
tion with the Home Department has been a 
great: blessing. Every Tuesday afternoon 
we meet in the home of one of our invalid 
members who never gets out. Some of the 
young people of our church come ‘to lead the 
singing. We read the lesson, sing several 
songs, and have a number of prayers. Those 
dear souls count the days till their turn comes 
for another meeting. I spend the afternoons 
among my members.”’ 





I have heard that there is a certificate for 
Home Departments similar to the Adult Bible 
class certificates, and should like further infor- 
mauon, 

UCH a certificate is now issued to Home 
Departments by the Ohio Sunday School 
Association (Columbus Savings and 

Trust Building, Columbus), The idea is so 
good that Illinois has decided to adopt a simi- 
lar method, Probably other states will follow. 
Mrs. Phoebe A, Curtiss, Ohio’s enterprising 
Ilome Department superintendent, described 
her plan to workers from many states in a con- 
ference at the recent convention in Chicago. 
She said ; ‘*I began to notice in almost every 
church I visited that there was an Adult 
Bible Class certificate. I wondered why it 
wouldn’t be a good thing to have a Home 
Department certificate, framed, hanging in 
the school where that work is carried on. 
So our general secretary and I decided we 
would put out for Ohio a certificate which 
would be issued in the very same way that 
the Adult Class certificate is issued, It is 
just about the size of the Adult Class certifi- 
cate, and looks very much like it, except 
that it has the color of the Home Depart- 
ment, and has the emblem. (The Home 
Department color is purple; the emblem a 
pin or button the size and style of the well- 
known Adult Class button, the rim being 


-| purple instead of red.) At the top there is 


the cross with the open Bible resting upon 
it.’’ 

The Ohio Sunday School Association uses 
a registration card asking for the following 
information, to be filled out and sent to the 
state office: Name of school, location, de- 
nomination, name of Home Department 
superintendent, number of members, date of 
application, and address of person sending it 


}in. Out of the certificate plan has grown a 


twelve-point standard for Home Departments 
which includes the following items : 

1. A Home Department superintendent, 
and visitors if needed. 

2. Systematic effort for new members. 





3- Home Department roll on wall of Sun- 
day-school room. 

4. Home Department card index, or book 
containing names and addresses. 

5. Members welcome as visitors in Sunday- 
school, 

6. Removals registered. 

7. Members remembered in sickness. 

8. An annual Home Department Day. 

g. An occasional social affair for members. 

10. Members invited to ‘* Special Day’’ 
services. 

11. Helpful literature sent to members. 

12, An effort made to establish the family 
altar. 

Schools measuring up to the standard are 
given a purple ribbon to be placed on the 
side of the certificate. Mrs. Curtiss says 
schools are eager to secure the purple rib- 
bon. ‘The whole plan is excellent, and sure 
to promote Home Department efficiency. 


4 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


What should be the relation of the secon- 
dary division of the Suuday-school to teacher- 
training ? 

HE advanced, or senior, department of 
the secondary division should be the 
regular teacher-training department of 

the Sunday-school. In this division teen- 
age pupils should be trained for Christian 
service. This is the time of preparation for 
usefulness, and the age when the definiteness 
of the training course will make its strongest 
appeal to the young life. Memory is strong, 
reason is active, and the young people are 
eager to undertake something worth while. 
‘The time is approaching when they-will be 
needed to fill vacancies in the teaching force 
of the school or assume other responsibilities, 
and the scliool should prépare them for their 
mission, 

At sixteen or over the pupils could be in- 
vited to enter either the training class or a 
class that will study the Bible lesson of that 
grade. Those electing to take the training 
course should begin with a First Standard 
teacher-training course, take the official ex- 
aminations provided by the denominational 
Sunday-school Board or the State Sunday 
School Association, and receive with suit- 
able exercises the certificate or diploma of 
recognition, The class would do well to 
follow this with advanced studies, and 1e- 
ceive the fuller International recognition, 

A method used in some schools is to have 
the entire school pass into the teacher-train- 
ing department at the age of sixteen. 

Still another method is to select from the 
Secondary division the pupils that give prom- 
ise of having qualifications for leadership or 
teaching, and limit the teacher-training de- 
partment to these picked people. 

‘The future of the Sunday-school depends 
in good meanure upon the special training 
we provide for our teen-age pupils. 

What should be the relation of the Adult 
Department of the Sunday-school to teacher- 
training? What definite things can the depart- 
ment do to promote teacher-training ? 

HE organized Adult Class is the service 
department of the Sunday-school. ‘The 
motto of the class should be ‘‘ Others.’’ 

The adult department is a failure when it ex- 
ists solely for itself. Mere numbers will not 
bring success, nor is the class work half done 
when the Bible has been taught. The true 
purpose of the adult class is to help men ard 
women to render effective service for Christ. 
For this reason the adult class and the 
teacher-training department are vitally re- 
lated, and the adult class should contribute 
constantly to the teacher-training depart- 
ment, 

The adult class should have a Christian 
work committee whose duty it shall be to 
help every member to find some definite 
Christian service. In almost every adult 
class a little group will be found who should 
be in training for the work of teaching or 
leadership in the Sunday-school. These 


| should be encouraged to take the training 


course. The entire class should be inter- 
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ested in what these students may do, and 
should encourage them in every way. If 
they take the training course in some other 
class, the examinations and graduations 
should be suitably recognized by the adult 
class. 

Some classes will find it desirable to adopt 
the teacher-training course as the regular 
lesson study, and thus make the adult class 
to be also a teacher-training class. 

Another method is to encourage members 
to take the training course with a training 
class meeting during the week. 

A few members of the adult class might 
leave the class during the lesson period to 
take the training lessons in the training class 
meeting at the Sunday-school hour. These 
members could be with the adult class for 
the opening exercises, and have part in all 
the general work of class, and be absent only 
during the elass period. 

The adult department could help the train- 
ing work of the school by providing also a 
workers’ library, in which would be placed 
reference books for teacher-training students, 
and also specialization books for the depart- 
ments of the school, and reading books for 
the missionary and other committees. 

Co-operation is the key to Sunday-school 
success, Every successful department must 
co-operate with all other departments. The 
teacher-training department can do for the 
adult department what it cannot do for itself, 
and the converse is also true. In contribu- 
ting to the teacher-training department the 
adult class will insure the future of its own 
work, and will raise up training leaders for 
its immediate department, 
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Ask Marion Lawrance 


ARKANSAS.—The men's Bible class of our 
Sunday-school is hoping to introduce the 
* Big Brother Movement” in our city. Can 
you give me any information on the subject, or 
refer me to any literature? ‘The men are en- 
thusiastic over it, but want to profit by any 
experience others have had elsewhere.—E. 

END to the office of your State Sunday 
School Association (the General Secre- 
tary of the Arkansas Sunday School 

Association is H, E, Lufkin, 431 Southérn 
‘Trust Building, Little Rock) for the Interna- 
tional Adult Bible Class Leaflet on Organi- 
zation. Here you will find reference to 
various plans for organization, 

For specific information on the ‘* Big 
Brother Movement,’? address ‘The Big 
Brothers’ Movement, 200 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 





NEW YORK.—We have a Sunday-school 
class of young people eighteen years old and 
over who have been wanting to have a 
‘“*play.” ‘lheir teacher and the best element 
among their number do not like the idea very 
well, and the plays so far examined they do not 
consider fit to be presented by a Sunday-school 
class, especially as they would have to give it 
in the church, as our Sunday-school is in a 
small village. What kind of an entertainment 
can they get up which is unobjectionable and 
beneficial? I mean something else than the 
concerts prepared for use at Easter, Children’s 
Day, etc.—H. P. M. 

THINK you are wise in putting up the 
cautionary signal in regard to intro- 
ducing plays into Sunday-school and 

church work, especially if they are to par- 
take of the nature of an ordinary play in an 
opera-house and are to be given in the church 
building. I have knowr Sunday-schools 
to give out-and-out minstrel shows; and 
while I would not say these are wrong in 
themselves, yet if given in a church they 
have a tendency to destroy the reverence 
that ought to attach to God’s house. It is 
not necessary to employ such methods in 
order to maintain the interest. If this seems 
necessary, there is something needed beside 
plays, though the need may not be realized. 

There are cantatas and exercises of various 
sorts gotten up that require some acting, 
which are altogether pure, clean, and worthy, 
as well as interesting. They bear on relig- 
ious subjects, and most of them include a 
good deal of singing. I have had the ora- 
torio of Esther given in our own school, with 
excellent effect, and there was put in just 
enough acting to make it interesting. There 
are other similar exercises,—‘* The Birth of 





Christ,’? **The Pilgrim Fathers,’? ** Under 
the Palms,’’ etc. You will find most of these 
in music establishments that keep religious 
music and oratorios, cantatas, etc. ‘here 
are also some splendid things of this sort 
gotten up by the missionary boards, which 
require costuming and some acting. The 
ordinary play, given for the mere purpose 
of entertainment, I would not recommend 
you to undertake. 


ENGLAND.--I am puzzled about our attend- 
ance system. We use the star cards, and 
our experience is this : ‘They start with a swing, 
and gradually fail to interest and hold the chil- 
dren, until by the end of the year only about 
one-half of the pupils have them. And the 
trouble is that one-half won't trouble about 
them, while the other half would miss them 
very much. ‘The result is that the star regis- 
ter is absolutely no guide to attendance, and 
the ordinary class registers have to be used just 
as though we had no star cards. Is this the 
best system? Your kind suggestions will be 
very greatly appreciated.—D. B. 

O system of keeping a record of the 
attendance, or of doing anything else, 
in a Sunday-school will maintain its 

interest throughout the year without special 
attention, ‘The star system is good, but you 
must work at it filty-two Sundays a year. 
Sometimes good results can be secured by a 
friendly rivalry,—such, for example, as pit- 
ting one class against another, or the girls 
against the boys, and making mention—Sun- 
day by Sunday—of the class or department 
that is ahead. Do not make too much of 
this, however, or it will eclipse the weightier 
matters, and that would be unfortunate. By 
making special reference in the school to the 
classes, of which all members are present 
and entitled to the star record, the interest 
could be maintained, and in all probability 
the results which you are seeking could be 
produced. It should be made clear, how- 
ever, that you are not carrying on the school 
for the sake of giving honors to the pupils, 
but for the purpose of studying God’s Word, 
and that all of these other things are simply 
incidental. ‘They have their place, however. 





KANSAS.—We have a country Sunday-school 
with an enrolment of about two hundred mem- 
bers, It often happens that several teachers 
are absent. It is often not an easy matter to 
find substitute teachers. Could you suggest 
a way to get a good substitute in case a teacher 
is absent? 

Would it be a good idea to select a number 
of pupils and have this class work on the next 
lesson, so that they would be one lesson in ad- 
vance of the other classes, and thus be prepared 
for substitute teaching the next Sunday if that 
should be needed.—P. M. 

OU have a good-sized Sunday-school for 
the country,and itis not to be wondered 
at that some of your teachers are some- 

times absent. It is not an easy thing to find 
Suitable substitutes. I assume that your 
school is connected with the church. If so, 
there are no doubt members of that church 
who have been good teachers in the Sunday- 
school, and who for some reason or other, 
such as health conditions, home duties, or 
something of that sort, are unable to assume 
the regular duties of a Sunday-school teacher. 
They may be better teachers than some you 
have, and they might greatly desire to teach 
if they were only able to do so. Many such 
persons are willing to teach occasionally, and 
would agree todo so as supply teachers, if 
they were given to understand that they 
would not be called upon oftener than once 
a month, and would be notified in advance. 
Suppose two or three of these were assigned 
for the first Sunday in the month, and an 
equal number for each of the other Sundays, 
They could be notified a week in advance 
that the next Sunday they might be called 
upon to supply. ‘They should be provided, 
of course, with the proper lesson help, so 
that they can be ready when Sunday comes. 

This is the best method of which I know 
to get supply teachers. 

The ‘‘zeserve corps’’ to which you refer, 
consisting of a class studying the lesson a 
week in advance, is found in many schools, 
and if you have a sufficiently large classewho 
are willing to do this the plan is a good one. 
Of course it puts the class out of touch with 
the schoal for that day, because they are 
studying a different lesson, and the plan 
would not be available at all in a school 
using the Graded Lessons, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, November 15, 1914 
Magnify the Christian Endeavor Pledge 
(Eccl. 5 : 1-7; led by the Look- 
out Committee) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Promise and perform 
25-31). 

‘TUES.—Jacob's pledge (Gen. 28 : 10-22). 

WED.—Definition of our duty (Matt. 5: 


(Psa. 22: 


17-24). 

THURS.—Personal Practise (Eph. 4 : 1-3 ; 
= 2%, @ 

FRI.—Public testimony (1 John 4 : 10-21). 

Sat.—Church loyalty (Psa. 122 : 1-9). 











What clause in the pledge is hardest to 


a ? 
hat effort do we make to keep the whole 
pledge? 

How has the pledge helped us ? 


NE of the greatest Christian virtues is 
plain fidelity. No eloquence or zeal, 
no enthusiasm or talkativeness, can 

make up for the want of simple, complete 
loyalty to duty, When we promise to do a 
thing we ought to keep that promise to the 
letter, and do without noise or complaint the 
whole thing that we promised to do. 


Lowell sang the praise of such loyalty in 
one of his best poems : 


** The longer on this earth we live, 
And weigh the various qualities of men, 

Seeing how most are fugitive 

Or fitful gifts at best of now and then, 
Wind-wavered corpse-lights, daughters of 
the fen, 

The more we feel the high, stern-featured 

beauty 

Of plain devotedness to duty, 

Steadfast and still; nor fed with mortal 

praise ; 
But finding amplest recompense 
For life’s ungarlanded expense 
In work done squarely and unwasted days."’ 
% 

Keeping one’s promises is simply truth- 
fulness. Not keeping them is untruthful- 
ness. And the iSsue between truth and un- 
truthfulness is the fundamental] issue of life, 
We array ourselves with or against God on 
this issue. Any lie, whether of word or 
deed, is a denial of God and an affront tohis 
character, ‘The surest way to depart from 
him is to lie. To make promises to serve 
him, and to break those promises, is not 
weakness only—it is sin. That is why we 
should be careful about what promises we 
make, and to make none that are foolish or 
mechanical, We ought to promise only to 
do our duty, and then we ought to keep that 
promise come life or death. 


It is easy for us to lose sight of the value 
of the homely Christian qualities in great 
plans of future consecration and service, 
Here is a letter which points out this danger 
with regard to the young people of the 
churches : 

**Cannot your leaders more strongly im- 
press upon these young people the necessity 
of self-control, self-development along every- 
day lines ? 





‘¢ For instance, I know of one who is most 
unkind to her aged parents, She talks so 
cross to them if they criticize or oppose her 
in any way—or if their mannerisms in any 
way offend her sense of propriety. They are 
fine Christian persons, trying to bear this 
and say nothing to others. And she pro- 
fesses to love them, but has this ungoverna- 
ble temper, or impatience of feeling, of 
superiority, of being herself always in the 
right, 

‘*] know another whois unkind in the every- 
day courtesies of life. She fails to keep ap- 
pointments, loses others’ belongings, does 
not reply to important letters or requests, 
and just seems to think it is rather a joke 
than a fault. 

**And I could give other illustrations, but 
these give you what I mean, 

‘*To send these young women to preach 
Christ to others when they are so prone to 
seem to make no effort to be and to do, 
would to me be a grievous error, They go 
to meetings, conferences, and come away so 
enthused by what they have heard, They 
are full of the needs of the heathen, and 
have no consideration for those nearest to 
them. When I see these traits in ‘Volun- 
teers’ I fear they have gotten a romantic 
idea of the situation and not a spiritual one, 

‘*T do not mean to criticize methods used or 
results obtained, but do Jet me urge upon 
you to impress upon the minds of these 
* Volunteers’ their true position before God 
when they are cruelly unkind to friends 
and acquaintances and parents,”° 


% 


Do others say of us, ** Any work is safe in 
his hands. He will do his duty. What he 
undertakes will be done’’? 


Promises do not create duty, They only 
accept it. 

No promise accompanied with complete 
fulfilment of duty is better than much prom- 
ise accompanied with no fulfilment. 


But full promise and full discharge are 


better yet. 
‘ie 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


86. Who laughed at angels and then became 
frightened and lied about it? 

Who said, ** Be sure your sin will find 
you out,’’ and under what circum- 
stances ? 


What king’s daughter married a king, 
but had an unhappy married life be- 
cause she did not approve of her hus- 
band’s dancing? 

What was the end of Balaam the prophet, 
who unwillingly prophesied Israel’s 
victory after he had been hired to curse 
them by Balak, the king of Moab ? 

Who defeated the combined armies of 
four victorious kings by a night attack 
with his house-servants, and rescued 
his nephew? 


87. 


88, 


89. 


go. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


81. Seven (Gen. 7 : 3). 


82. David (1 Chron. 14 : 12). 
83. Noah and his sons (Gen. 9g : 1-6). 
84. Ishmael (Gen. 16 : 11, 12; 17 : 20). 


85. Adam named them (Gen, 2 : 20). 
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WHAT CATARRH IS 


It is said that every third person is 
troubled with catarrh in some form, 
Science has shown that nasal catarrh 
indicates a weakened condition of the 
body; that the secretions of the mu- 
cous membranes are quickly affected, 
and local treatments in the form of 
snuffs and vapors, do little if any good. 
To correct catarrh you should treat 
its cause by enriching your blood and 
improving your general condition with 
the oil-food in Scott’s Emulsion which 
isa medicinal-food anda building-tonic, 
free from alcohol or harmful drugs. 
Scott’s Emulsion is not a patent 
medicine but a concentrated medicinal- 
food, prescribed by the best phy- 
sicians for forty years. 
14b73 Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 


Now Ready 











The Sunday-School Calendar 
The Home Department Calendar 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 


And these ever popular calendars differ only in 
the specially designed cover for each purpose. 
They all differ from most calendars, however, 
in their compact usefulness, their low price, 
and the material on the monthly leaves, 
Each leaf bears beautiful quotations from 
poems and prose of helpfulness; the Uniform 


International Lesson location and Golden Text 
for each Sunday of the month, and a Scripture 
reading for each day of the month. 

‘The calendar measures 5% x8Y_ inches, and 


has a small eyelet at the top, so it can be hung 
up anywhere. ‘The cover of each is printed in 
red and black. ‘The Sunday-School Calendar 
has an illustration of “ David and Goliath"; 
the Home Department Calendar of * Ruth and 
Naomi,” and the Adult Bible Class Calendar of 
* Gideon and his Three Hundred.” 





‘The Sunday-schvool calendar for most classes | 


or for all; the adult calendar, if you prefer, for 
the grown-ups; the Home Department calendar 
for the membership at home. 

Ten cents each; $1.00 a dozen; $8.00 a hun- 
dred. We pay the postage. 7his is the inex- 
pensive, good-for-the-year gift that many a school 
or teacher is seeking, Thousands sold last year. 

Send your order promptly. 70-day is nota 
bit too early. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadetphia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, October 31, 1914 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 


weekly at the following rates, payable in 








advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
These 


in the United States and Canada, 
rates include postage : 


$1.00 


age to one 


$1.50 


Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a pack- 
address, $1.00 each, per year, 
One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $6.00. 
> : One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
THE SUNDAY ScHoot Times Co., Publishers, 
193t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Fatal Folk 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE are few dangerous animals left. in 
Eastern America. I read an entry in 
the diary of my great-grandfather up 

in northern Connecticut noting hearing the 
wolves howling over in Black swamp. The 
how! of the wolf has not been heard for a 
hundred years in any of our well-settled 
states, and the panther left farther back than 
that. Only the poison-people still remain 
here and there. 

The rattlesnake and the copperhead are 
the two which are found in northern and 
eastern America, Farther south, along about 
the revion of the Carolinas, the moccasin is 
found in the rivers and streams, There are 
several other kinds of water-snakes which 
are found in Northern waters and which are 
ugly, vicious snakes, but they are perfectly 
harmless, Most people don’t believe this, 
any more than they believe that the puff- 
adder, spotted-adder or milk-snake and all 
the other varieties of snakes are not only 
harmless, but often of considerable benefit 
to the farmer. 

In the far South is the coral-snake. He 
belongs to a different family from the others. 
‘The rattlesnake, copperhead and moccasin 
are all pit-vipers, ‘Their field mark is a little 
hole or pit between the eye and the nostril 
which gives them theirname. These vipers 
all have two long fangs in the upper jaw 
which fall back against the roof of the mouth, 





but which can be thrust out when striking. 
These fangs 
needlés, and are hidden in the white gums. 
When the gums are pushed back with the | 
point of a pencil, the curved, gleaming white 


the belief of most farmers, blacksnakes 
never attack rattlesnakes, and are not con- 
strictors at all. A  king-snake, however, 
which is the big black-and-white-satiny-scaled 
snake found among the New Jersey pines 
and through the South, is especially fond of 
killing rattlers. If he finds a rattlesnake he 
instantly winds around it. The rattlesnake 
bites desperately but without any effec. 
When the king-snake has once got its coils 
finally fixed, it. then tightens like a steel band 
until the life is all choked out of liis opponent. 
He then proceeds to swallow him. 

Down in Florida is found the great 
diamond-back rattlesnake, which sometimes 
grows to be nine feet long, I have a skin 
of one which now, as dried and shrunk, 
measures over eight feet. ‘his is one of 
the most dangerous snakes found in the 
world and ranks with the cobras, the African 
puff-adder, and the Australian death-adder. 
‘The big diamond-back never retreats, but if 
encountered instantly flings itself into coil 
and is always ready for a fight. In the 
Southwest is its cousin, the atrox, which is 
almost identical, but does not grow quite so 
large. There are also the green rattlesnake, 
the white rattlesnake, the hJack-tailed rattle- 
snake, the prairie rattler or side-winder 
which travels in little sidelong loops, and a 
number of other varieties, 


‘The copperhead can be told by its light- 
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colored head and its dumb-bell shaped mark- 
ings of dark and light brown. Both the 
rattlesnake and copperhead are still found 
in the wild parts of nearly all of our states. 
In case one is bitten by any poisonous 
snake the treatment is always the same. 
First cut a gash to the bottom of the fang- 
marks, Itmay hurt, but it will hurt much 
worse a little later if you don’t do it. Then 
suck out as much blood as possible, or get some 
other unselfish person to do it. There is no 
danger in swallowing the poison or taking 
it into the mouth, Next tie a cord tightly 
between the wound and the heart. If pos- 
sible, wash out the wound with permangan- 
ate of potash, which has the property of 
oxidizing the poison. Cover the wound 
with antiseptic dressings and get hold of a 
doctor as soon as possible, The heart must 
be kept going by small doses of atropine. 
Don’t under any circumstances drink any 
large quanity of whiskey or brandy. More 
people have died from over-doses of whiskey 
than from snake-bites. 
whiskey may help the circulation, but a 
large dose of it takes away the last chance. 
In closing, it may be said that the fatal 
folk are so rare that most boys and girls 
never meet one in a lifetime, and the cases 
of fatal snake-bites in this country are less 
than one-ten-thousandth of one per cent. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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are exactly like hypodermic | jyon.—Mark 14 : 27-31, 53, 54, 66-72. 


Jesus and Peter. 
What splendid impulses Peter had! Ilow 
we admire him for his outspoken loyalty and 


fangs show, each with a little hole in the side | his genuine affection ; and still Peter was so 


just below the point. 


If the gum is pressed | weak when the test came that he denied his 


softly a little drop of yellow liquid oozes out | Master grossly, and forgot all his splendid 


of these holes. 
the most terrible poisons known, 


This is the venom, one of | enthusiasm and devotion. 


We do not think 
the less of enthusiasm, but it must be linked 


When a rattlesnake, a copperhead or a| with faithfulness. 


wide as possible and the fangs stand 

straight out, so that as the snake strikes it | 
is like the thrust of a spear. As the points | 
pierce, the poison-sacs are pressed and the | 
poison oozes through the little holes into the | 
wound. Immediately the poison attacks the | 
blood and destroys the white corpuscles un- | 
til the blood in the whole body is poisoned, | 
and, if the bite is a deep one, the one bitten | 
dies in terrible suffering with all the symptoms | 
of bleod-poisoning. ‘lhe coral-snake, which 

is red and black and yellow, on the contrary | 
belongs to an entirely different family—the 

same family as the cobras and others of 

East India. Insteadof having long, movable | 
fangs, the fangs are short and solid, aud the 
snake has to bite and chew in order to fix 
them firmly into its victim. The poison is 
even more dangerous than that of the pit- 
vipers. It attacks the heart and the breath- 
ing centers and quickly produces uncon- 
sciousness aud death. 

On the borders of Texas in the far West 
there are two other rare snakes found which 
can be counted as venomous snakes, These 
are the jews’-harp snake and the annulated 
snake, 


Both have large pupils to their eyes, | 


moccasin strikes, he opens his mouth as | 
| 





like cats’ eyes, and have solid fangs, and | 


should be ranked as dangerous snakes, They 


regarded by most people. 

There are nineteen varieties of rattle- 
snakes in the United States, one copperhead, 
and one water-moccasin, “The rattlesnake, 
of course, can always be told by its rattle. 
The timber rattlesnake is 
It grows sometimes as long .as five feet, 
but is rarely found over two or three feet in 
length. It haunts the woods in hilly or 
mountainous regions, as does the copperhead. 
Both live. on rabbits, squirrels, and other 
animals which they generally catch at night. 

The flashing open-mouthed stab of a 
striking rattlesnake is one of the swiftest 
movements in nature. In fact it is too 
swift to be seen, and the moving head looks 
like a blur as- it darts forward. . All of the 
poisonous snakes fight on the defensive, 


| 
| 
are so rare, however, that they can be _ 
| 


the commonest, | 





Unless they think they are about to be at- | 


tacked, they will not strike. A rattlesnake 


never bites itself or any other rattlesnake, as | D 
the Master loved him. 


and the king-snake and black-snake and | 


they are eatirely immune to their own poison, 


milk-snake are also immune. Contrary to 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask Christ to give 
us a sense of his constant nearness; that in 
moments of test we may prove loyal; that 
we may be his when others about us are not 
honoring him, and when there is no enthu- 
stasm to be gathered from the association or 
crowd, Ask for a sense of his indwelling 
presence throughout the entire day. 

Tues.— John 1 : 35-42, Call of Peter, 

What if Andrew had not found his brother 
Simon? Christ’s recognition of Peter was 
dependent upon Andrew’s call to his brother. 
Many a man does not know Christ to-day be- 
cause his brother has not brought him to the 


Master, where the Master could speak per- | 
| Zry, but may trust God and give even more 


sonally to him, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the litt/e | 


children of our land, Pray that the infilu- 
ence of the Bible schools, not only conducted 
during the summer but throughout the en- 
tire year, may be influential in building up 
their Christian character and training them 
aright in the simple truths of the gospel. 


Wed.— Matt. 16: 13-20. Peter’s Confession. 
The great testimony which Peter gave: 
*Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,”’ is the basal truth of Christianity ; and 
not upon Peter, but upon the truth which 
Peter uttered, is the church builded; and this 
is the rock foundation. Peter, the rock, was 
a rock because his truth was based upon the 
rock-truth of God, the deity of Jesus Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to be 
near to the mothers, wives, and children of 
those who are suffering and dying upon bat- 
tlefields, Pray very definitely for the na- 
tions of Europe, and for those who are at 
home; for the little children who have had 
added burdens placed upon them; for those 
who are now orphans because of this awful 
war. Pray that the home-life of suffering 
nations may not be utterly destroyed, 


Thurs.—John 13: 1-11, Peter Instructed. 

The wonderful love of Jesus Christ is seen 
in his affection for those who have such real 
weaknesses ; weaknesses of which he himself 
is so conscious. He loved Peter’s enthusi- 
asm and loyalty, and admired his personality 
and strength, but he knew also his weakness. 
He was ‘‘not altogether whole,’’ and still 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the great 
student interests throughout theworld, which 








are so impaired for the time being from the 
influence of this war. Pray that the organ- 
ized activities among Christian students, and 
their inter-relations, may not be seriously 
and permanently injured by this struggle 
among the nations, Pray that students may 
look beyond the awful strife of man to the 
eternal love of God. 

Fri.— John 13>: 31-38. 

Peter’s Affirmation of Loyalty. 

We cannot think for a moment that Peter 
was not sincere and devoted in his life, but 
he depended upon the externalism of his 
emotions rather than the inward character of 
his real life. He loved the Saviour, but he 
forgot that love in the testing-time. Christ 
loves affirmation of loyalty, but he loves 
faithfulness even more, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the mis- 
stonaries who are perplexed at this time be- 
cause salaries have been delayed and new in- 
terests cannot be furthered. Pray that they 
may keep up heart, and trust moreimplicitly 
in God. Pray that people who have means 
maynot be anxious and feverish because of 
unsettled conditionsin Europe and this coun- 


liberally to his great world work. 


Sat.— Matt. 26 : 69-75, Peter’s Denial. 

The temptations of life come like a flash, 
in an unexpected moment and in surround- 
ings which have have not been anticipated. 
If any one had told Peter that he would be 
influenced by the question of a strange dam- 
sel in the moment of his Lord’s greatest 
need, he would have ridiculed such a possi- 
bility ; but still he fell. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for minis- 
ters of Christ throughout the country, that 
they may realize just now how tender the 
hearts of people are, and how responsive to 
human sympathy and divine thought. Pray 
that they .may teach the great lessons of the 
prophets as to national sin and national 
carelessness, 


Sun.—John 21 : 15-23. Peter’s Love. 

There can be no question of the love Peter 
held for his Master, and the very fact that he 
went out into the night and wept bitterly 
after he had denied Christ shows his broken 
heart, when conscious of his own meanness 
and weakness. The Saviour understood it 
all, and would train that love to a more de- 
pendable faithfulness, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that: the 
Lora’s Day may be a day of quiet acknowl- 
edgment of his strength; that the church of 
Christ may be re-enforced by the Word of 
God and brought near to Me cross by the 
message of divine love. Pray that men may 
cease to deny their Lord, because of the influ- 
ence of the Christian pulpit in proclaiming 
the grace of Christ and the power of God's 
Holy Spirit. 
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The 
Ancestry 
of Our 
English 

Bible 


By 
Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
Professor of the 


Semitic Languages and Literature 
in the University of Chicago 


This book tells the story of our 
Bible—the history of its various 
versions. It is accurate, clear, 
interesting and broad in scope. 
The story is a very reaaable one, 
but it is no less a book of reference 
because it is simple and free from 
difficult technical phrases. It is 
widely used as a text-book and 
equally suited to the library of the 
everyday Bible student. The 
book is fully illustrated and care- 
fully indexed, making its wealth 
of material easy to locate. 


$1.50 postpaid 


Order through your Bookseller or 
direct from the Publishers 


Tue SunpDAY ScHoort Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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37. Victorious Living in Hard Places 


~ AJ OW about your work and your. Chief. 
I know it is not easy for you. I have 
a number of young friends in edi- 
torial offices, and more than one of them has 
come to me with very much the same plaint 
| that your letter brings. I wish that men 
were all more gentle. In my Thanksgiving 
sermon I told the people that brusqueness is 
not only discourtesy, but is even asin. We 
have no right to speak harshly, rudely, bit- 
terly, to any one, however faulty the person 
may be, or for failing in any duty, Begin- 
ning with the fathers, and going up through 
| teachers and employers and those placed 
above others in any way, one of the finest 
| marks of manliness is gentleness to those 
; under one’s authority. But we cannot make 
every man just this sort of person. We have 
to accept life as it comes to us. 
| Let me tell you what your partis. You 
| have given yourself to Christ, and you want 
to learn the beautiful lessons of Christian 
life. IfI put all my thought in a singlesen- 
tence, it is this,;—that you, as a Christian, 
want to live your life sweetly, beautifully, 
however other persons about you may live. 
Rudeness, roughness, and unkindness may 
make it hard for you, but however hard it is, 
you are going on in a loving way, keeping 
sweet, answering gently, not resenting any- 
thing, never returning unkindness for un- 
kindness, but the reverse,—lindness for un- 
kindness, gentleness for roughness. When 
you read the Sermon on the Mount, in the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of Matthew, 
you will find the way your Master wants you 
to live. You say, ‘‘ Yes, but it is terribly 
hard to do this.’”’ I know itis, It will not 
be possible always to keep back the tears 
when the sharp words fall upon your heart. 
Still, that is the lesson. You are not to grow 
cold and stoical, letting your feelings be 
hardened and your heart become bitter. I 
have seen fresh water springs bursting out 
on the edge of the sea, their waters as fresh 
as the waters that pour from the little foun- 
tains among the rocks on the hillside. Pres- 
ently the tide comes in, and for twelve 
hours the brackish waters pour over the 
little springs. But all the while, if we could 
get down to them, we should find the water 
just as sweet as it was when the tide was 
out. Then when at last the salt waters do 
withdraw, we find our springs just as sweet 
as they were before, untainted by the bitter- 
ness of the sea. This is an illustration of 
what I want your heart to be. You may 
hear unkind criticism and unreasonable crit- 
icism, and you will sometimes want to cry, 
but do not grow bitter. Let no resentment 
start in your heart. 

This is the secret of happiness. We always 
feel ashamed of ourselves when we get angry’ 
and return to others what they have given to 
us of unkindness. Nothing is sweeter than 
the consciousness that we have endured 
wrong, injury, and havekept sweet through 
itall, But you say, ‘*HowcanI?’’ ‘The 
Christmas lesson will help you to learn how. 
Let Christ into your life as your truest and 
closest Friend. When you read your New 
Testament you will find that this is just the 
way he lived. He was wronged, suffered 
all kinds of injury, and at last was nailed 
upon the cross, but you cannot find a single 
Litter word through it all. His heart was 
sweet with love. Even when they were 
putting him on the cross he prayed to the 
Father to forgive them, for they knew not 
what they were doing. Christ wants to 
enter your life as the sunshine enters the 
diamond, making it shine. 

When you read this letter, kneel by your 
bed-side and give yourself to Christ. You 
know how much interest I have in you,— 
how I love you and want to help you. But 
think of this as only a mere hint of the far 
greater love that Christ has for you, and the 
deeper desire in his heart to make you strong 
and victorious. 

Iiave you thought that perhaps the reason 
why the Master sent you into your editorial 
office is just, that you may learn to be a 
Christian woman? I am learning more and 
more that that is what life here means. You 
| are not there merely to write a page a day, 








From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Personal Letters | 
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Selections from some fifty of the choicest of Dr. Miller’s letters on soul 
problems are being published in the Times during 1914. 


and to do a certain amount of work in your 
office. But you are there in that office to 
grow into a Christlike girl and woman, ‘That 
is just why Christ sent you there, If every- 
thing were sweet and easy, and every bit of 
work you did received commendation and 
compliment, you would be ‘made happier, 

but I think you see you would not be enjoy- 
ing the opportunity to grow in certain phases 
at least of your life that you are now having, 
If you can live victoriously through all the 
experiences that you have to meet these days 
you will be growing far more as a woman, as 

a Christian woman, than if you were having 
an easy time, with ‘only gentleness and love 
about you. Think of this, therefore. Henry 
Drummond said something like this,—that 
the carpenter is not in his shop to make cer- 
tain things in wood, but he is there to grow 
into strong, true, noble manhood. You are 
in your office not primarily to do a certain 
amount of editorial work as well as you can, 
—you are there to become more and more 
Christlike. Years hence, when you are an 
older woman and have cares and responsi- 
vilities, you will know that the lessons you 
nave learned, when you thought you were 
badly used, when you cried from the rebuffs 
and the brusqueness and the unkindly criti- 
cisms, you were really learning more and 
growing more than in any other period of 
your life. 

You understand that I want you to stay 
just where you are, to do the very best work 
you can, to learn the things you have not 
yet learned, and to overcome whatever de- 
fects or imperfections you may find in your 
education and training, and whatever the ex- 
periences may. he, to meet them quietly, 
bravely, cheerfully, and even songfully—in 
a word, living victoriously, keeping sweet 
through all, 

Begin every morning with a special prayer 
that God will help you that day, first, to do 
your work well ; second, to grow in patience, 
and to bear whatever you may have to bear 
without bitterness; and above all, never to 
be discouraged, never to be defeated, 





Think Hard 
It Pays to Think About Food 


The unthinking life some people lead 
often causes trouble and’ sickness, il- 
lustrated in the experience of a lady over 
in Wis. 

‘‘About four years ago I suffered 
dreadfully from indigestion, always 
having eaten whatever I liked, not 
thinking of the digestible qualities. This 
indigestion caused palpitation of the 
heart so badly I could scarcely walk up a 
flight of stairs without stopping to regain 
breath and strength. 

‘*I became alarmed and tried dieting, 
wore my clothes very loose, and used 
other remedies, but found no relief: 

‘*Hearing of the virtues of Grape- 
Nuts and Postum, I commenced using 
them in place of my usual breakfast of 
coffee, cakes, or hot biscuit, and’ in one 
week’s time J was relieved of sour stom- 
ach and other ills attending indigestion. 
In a month’s time my heart was per- 
forming its functions naturally and I 
could climb stairs and hills and walk 
long distances. 

‘‘I gained ten pounds in this short 
time, and my skin became clear and I 
completely regained my health and 
strength. I continue to use Grape-Nuts 
and Postum forI feel that I owe my 
good health entirely to their use. 

‘*I like the delicious flavor of ‘Grape- 
Nuts, and by making Postum according 
to directions it tastes similar to mild 
high grade coffee.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

The most perfect food in the world. 
Trial of Grape-Nuts and cream so days 
proves. ‘‘There’s a Reason.” 

Look in pkgs.’ for the little book, 
‘The Road to Wellville.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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FOR ‘ 
SORE 
MUSCLES, 


Sprains,Wrenches, 
Painful, Swollen 
Veins and Glands, 
Bursal Enlarge- 
ments, or any 
Inflammatory Con- 
dition 


Use and Prescribe 


orbineJ 


ITISEPTIC L AENT 









Abs: 


mine a high S grate inant that is also a positive anti- 


ifn rmicide. This makes it a different 
biment aa aie adee: Itismade from only 
¢ purest herbs obtainable. Containsno minerals and is 
an “destructive of tissue, Itis pleasant to use, does not 
stain or leave a greasy residue. Allays pain promptly. 


FOR THE DAILY HURTS 
Absorbine, Jr., is needed daily in and about the home. 
For the children's bruises, for the many little hurts that 
come through workin the kitchen and about the house, 
the stables, the garags, andthe grounds, Keepiton hand 
Absorbine, Jr., is sold by leading druggists at $1. 00 
four ounce and $2.00 twelve ounce botile, or sent direct, 
charges paid. 

Send 10 cents for liberal trial bottle or pro- 
cure regular size from your druggist to-day. 


W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
1 Temple Street, - Springfield, Mass. 


CLASS PINS 


4 FACTORY TO YOU 

374 FOR COLLEGE, SCHOOL OR SOCIETY 
Catalog with attractive prices 
mailed free upon request. Special offer, either 
style of pins here illustrated with any three let- 
ters and figures, one or two colors of enamel, % 
Sterling st oer. ae. each $3.00 dozen ; silver plate, 
15c. each; 


$x 
BASTIAN BROS co, sal Bastian Bidg., Rochester, N. Y. 


THE BEST WAY 
THE USE OF THE IND/V/DUAL 
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CREAS EO THE ATTENDANLE AT THE 
4O0R05 SUPPER IN THOUSANDS 
OF LHURTHES. 17 WiLL 20 S0F0A 
YOUR CHURCH SEND FOR /LLUS 
TRATED PRIZE 4/57 
SEbiVibuar COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
* ‘wee Chestnut Street 

‘| Address Dept. B Philacelphis 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
Does_ your Church use this 








Geanly method? Send for 
Outfits tria 
COMMUNION CO. ‘Ber 3 Lins, Oe 





Chime BELLS”: ase 


Peal McSuane Beis Founsay Co.. Baitimone, Mo. 











Tell the 
Boy. 
Scouts 


in your school that if 
they want to honor 
their Scout Master in 
recognition of his un- 
selfish devotion to 
their troop, to ask us 


“What Can We Do 


for Our 
Scout Master?’’ 


and to see our adver- 
tisement in the Boys’ 
Life (the Boy Scout 
magazine) for Novem- 
ber, page 31. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia 
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Save 53432 .:::- Matchless Bible Study Books 


They are now offered to Sunday School Times readers who recognize in these 
c > splendid, inspiring and educational books the phenomenal value they represent < \ 4 


Formerly Sold at *502 


They contain the richest treasures of | mow ONLY 


fact, and most authoritative commen- 
tary on the Holy Word to be found in 
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all literature—16 wonderful volumes. 
Every Pastor and every earnest, active 
Sunday School Teacher, Superintendent |For All Gash 


and Bible Student needs these books. |farments Pree ‘18 


Cruden’s Complete Concordance 


The alphabet of Bible use. Even the riches of the Bible are half useless if you cannot 
tell where to find them. 756 pages. Former Price, $1.50. 


Jamieson, Fausset & Brown’s Commentary 

(2 vols.) Covers both Old and New Testaments, elucidating difficult passages, his- 
torical allusions, unfamiliar customs, and so on ; a massive storehouse of authoritative 
but lucid notes, concise but pregnant. 1,380 pages. Former Price, $9.00. 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 
A great standard classic, never superseded. All serious Bible users need their Smith 
only less than their Cruden. 1,204 pages, finely illustrated. Former Price, $4.50. 


Fausset’s Critical and Expository Cyclopedia 

A masterpiece of compressed riches ; 3,700 articles of enormous variety, condensed yet 
complete and thorough, handling both historical and expositional questions with the 
highest scholarship and grasp. 750 3-column pages, 6oo illustrations. Former Price, $5. 


Kitto’s IMustrated Bible Tistory oe ANAT 


A brilliant work of immense popularity, filling up the gaps in the Scripture narrative 
and completing it in a rounded historic unity to the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, 
735 2-column pages. 220 illustrations. Former Price, $4.50. 


Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah 

(2 vols.) A vivid portrait of the society, life and intellectual and religious development 
of Christ’s Palestine, to serve as a background for his own portrait; by a world famous 
Christian Jewish scholar. 1,524 pages. Former Price, $6.00. 


Conybeare & Howson’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul 


A splendid work of enduring popularity and authority ; a lifelike picture of the great 
apostle and his work, an acute and illuminating commentary on his Epistles, with a style 
at once full of fine scholarship and of literary charm. 917 pages; many fine illustra- 
tions, maps, charts, etc. Former Price, $4.50. 


Geikie’s Hours with the Bible 
(4 vols.) Dr. Geikie has enriched these volumes with knowledge gathered through wide 
reading and study and through information obtained first hand—having traveled in 
Egypt, Syria, and throughout every nook and corner of the Holy Land. His graphic 
explanation enables every teacher, Bible student and preacher to put old truths in 
clear, fresh and winning form. 2,110 pages, richly illustrated. Former Price, $6.00. 


Josephus’ Complete Works 
The priceless writings of the greatest Jewish leader and statesman in the generation after 
Christ ; History and Antiquities of the Jews ; the Roman-Jewish War, which stamped 
out the Jewish nationality in blood and fire, etc. 978 pages. Former Price, $4.00. 
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lendid Bible Study Books 
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Your Library is not Complete without these 
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yA e Sanford’s Concise Cyclopedia of Religious Knowledge 
o A surprising treasury of information regarding Church and Bible History, Names, Places 
77 i and Customs, Creeds and Sects,the Early Church,Story of the Reformation, Young People’s 
os) ee Societies, Cathedrals, Churches,etc.985 pages, beautifully illustrated. Former Price,$3.50. 
= ~ 
SS Gilbert’s 3,000 Selected Quotations 
2 oT ; ; A gold mine to speakers and writers. Pithy and eloquent passages from the literature 
SES Satisfaction of all ages, with complete index of authors and subjects. Undenominational, but evan- 
O89 Absolutely Guaranteed gelical. 681 pages. Former Price, $2.00. 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PRICES CASH PRICES 
Every book newly made | wince sc i6 Volumes, 815.00 «16 Volumes s16.00 | Money cheerfully 
; 2 ‘6 ‘6 2. 
and handsomely bound | Choceof RCO 18-88 | refunded if goods 
e ; ss . ‘6 4 
in cloth, Average size|ceict $$ { 1200 Ss << 10.00) are not entirely 
5 7 3 ¢ “ Fy 
of volumes, 95xGzxT7jz | Croker Ot soo 6 4 Cl S888 | satisfactory 




















On the MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN we require $2.00 with order, and your promise to pay $1.00 monthly for sixteen months. Books { 
How to Order forwarded at. once on receipt of cash price or first instalment of $2.00. Purchaser pays freight or express charges. Those at remote points 
or in foreign countries desiring us to prepay will send 30 cents per volume to cover cost of postage or express. Safe delivery guaranteed to 
any station in the country or to any mail point in the world. We will take back books that are not satisfactory in ten days after examination and return money, deducting 
only the return transportation charges. As to our reliability, we refer you to the publisher of this paper or to any commercial agency. Established 1866. 


S. S. SCRANTON CO PUBLISHERS 82 Trumbull Street HARTFORD CONN ) 

















